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City Council Meeting Agenda
Monday, April 13, 2015 ~ 7:30 P.M.

Louis J. R. Goorey Worthington Municipal Building
John P. Coleman Council Chamber
6550 North High Street
Worthington, Ohio 43085

Bonnie D. Michael, President
Robert F. Chosy, President Pro-Tem
Rachael Dorothy
Scott Myers
David M. Norstrom
Douglas Smith
Michael C. Troper

Matthew H. Greeson, City Manager
D. Kay Thress, Clerk of Council

If you have questions regarding this agenda please contact the Clerk of
Council at 614-786-7347. This agenda and amendments that may be made to
it can be found at www.worthington.org

City Council

Meeting Agenda

April 13, 2015

CALL TO ORDER
Roll Call
Pledge of Allegiance
REPORTS OF CITY OFFICIALS
Policy Item(s)
1)

Consideration of Land Purchase for Park – 49 E. New England
Avenue

REPORTS OF COUNCIL MEMBERS
EXECUTIVE SESSION
ADJOURNMENT
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City Manager Report to City Council for the
Meeting of Monday, April 13, 2015
REPORTS OF CITY OFFICIALS
Policy Item(s)
1) Consideration of Land Purchase for Park – 49 E. New England Avenue
Showe Worthington is planning a project at 634 High Street and 41 East New England
Avenue to convert the existing Masonic Lodge building into condominiums and construct
three new condominium units. The project includes six condominium units in the
Masonic Lodge building, plus two new townhouse condominiums and a single unit
condominium along East New England Avenue. The units will range from 1,346 square
feet to 2,993 square feet in size.
Worthington residents have requested the City Council purchase land on the eastern most
portion of the property for the creation of a pocket park, eliminating the single unit
condominium. The area being considered for acquisition is approximately 48 x 135 feet.
When the City Council approved Showe Worthington's request to rezone the land on
January 20, 2015, the approval included a provision that provided the City Council 120
days to determine whether to purchase the property.
To help provide the City Council useful information as it considers this acquisition, the
City staff did the following:
a) Procured an appraisal of the property, a summary of which is attached.
b) Negotiated and received a final and best offer for sale from Showe Worthington. The
term sheet for acquisition is attached as part of the agenda package.
c) Created a conceptual or potential design of how such a park could be developed and
an estimate of development and annual maintenance costs, which is also attached in
the memorandum from the Director of Parks and Recreation.
d) Attached a presentation to provide an overview of the Showe Worthington project.
The City received significant amounts of public input, which included an additional
concept for how the park could be developed. Additionally, staff was asked to produce
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data that compares our parks system to other municipalities. This information, while not
attached, is included on the City’s website. Comprehensive information regarding this
issue, including the public input received, comparative data related to the parks system,
drawings, renderings and information related to the condominium project, as well as the
materials included in the agenda package and outlined above have been compiled and are
available on the City’s website at: www.worthington.org/index.aspx?NID=621
Staff will summarize in a presentation the above information. The City Council will be
asked to provide direction as to whether it desires to enter into a contract for purchase of
the subject property substantially consistent with the terms outlined in the enclosed Term
Sheet.
The next steps are as follows:
1) Consider the following motion: Authorize the City Manager to execute a non-binding
Letter of Intent (LOI) for acquisition of the subject property substantially consistent
with the Term Sheet.
2) If the motion passes, the following will need to occur:
a. Prepare and execute the LOI and begin discussion on the Purchase and Sale
Agreement
b. Perform any additional due diligence that is necessary on the property
c. Prepare a survey and subdivision documents
d. Approval by City Council of ordinances authorizing:
i. Purchase and Sale Agreement
ii. Appropriation of funds for purchase of the property and any development
desired in the near term
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P R OP O S E D T E R M S H E E T
TO:

PAMELA FOX

FROM:

CHRIS PETERSON

SUBJECT:

THE POTENTIAL SALE OF THAT CERTAIN PARCEL OF LAND GENERALLY KNOWN AS
“THE SINGLE FAMILY AREA” SHOWN ON SUPPORTING MATERIALS FOR CITY OF
WORTHINGTON (THE “CITY”) ORDINANCE NUMBERS 01-2015 AND 02-2015 (THE
“ORDINANCES”)

DATE:

MARCH 24, 2015

CC:

KEVIN SHOWE

TERM

DESCRIPTION

Seller:

Showe Worthington LLC, its successors and assigns

Buyer:

The City of Worthington, Ohio

Park Land Legal Description:

Generally known as the single family lot identified in the
Ordinances referenced above. A specific legal
description and survey will be provided at the Buyer’s
cost. (“Park”)

Form of Agreement:

Seller and Buyer will seek to enter into a non-binding
Letter of Intent (“LOI”) before the end of the Good
Faith Negotiation Period (hereinafter defined), on
mutually acceptable terms.
Both parties will move subsequently to negotiate a final
purchase and sale agreement (“PSA”) based on the LOI
before the end of the PSA Negotiation Period
(hereinafter defined).
Notwithstanding each parties’ commitment to negotiate
in good faith, neither party is under any obligation to
accept any PSA terms from the other party.

Form of Conveyance:

Limited Warranty Deed

Park Land Price:

$150,000.00

Costs:

Buyer shall be liable for all costs associated with the
conveyance of the Park including without limitation
deed preparation, Seller’s cost to redesign the site to
amend the plat (removing the single family home),
surveying the Park area (included in legal description
box above), resurveying Seller’s land to be retained, and

resubmitting the subdivision and plat for approval, City
of Worthington Application Fees, etc. The Seller
should bear no additional cost for this transaction.
Historic Marker:

Buyer will erect and maintain a plaque or other
memoriam on the Park, whose content honors the
Masons, and New England Lodge No. 4 in particular.

Deed Restrictive Covenants:

Subject to sovereign immunity from land use
restrictions based on powers of eminent domain, Park
may be used for any legal purpose except as parking or
for commercial enterprise.

Good Faith Negotiation Period:

120 Days from January 20, 2015 to May 20, 2015.

PSA Negotiation Period:

Buyer and Seller will negotiate a Purchase & Sale
Agreement (“PSA”) no later than 30 Days from end of
the Good Faith Negotiation Period. If Buyer and Seller
do not come to terms on the PSA, then neither party
will owe the other any obligation.
Buyer is a public entity and therefore cannot commit to
an expenditure of funds until an ordinance
appropriating those funds has been passed by City
Council and is effective. Buyer shall provide Seller with
a written description of Buyer’s public process for the
appropriation of funds.
Seller will only sign the PSA once proof of Buyer’s
funds has been made available.

Due Diligence Period:

30 Days from end of the execution of the PSA

Close Period:

30 Days from end of Due Diligence period

Other Terms:

To be spelled out in the LOI and/or PSA.
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MEMORANDUM
TO:

Matthew H. Greeson, City Manager

FROM:

Darren Hurley, Parks & Recreation Director

DATE:

April 1, 2015

SUBJECT: Pocket Park Options
______________________________________________________________________________
I have attached a drawing of a potential design for the lot being discussed as a potential pocket
park on New England Avenue. The sketch is not intended to be a final design, but just an
example to give us an order of magnitude and begin to put some cost estimates to construction
and maintenance of the potential park space. The sketch does not include a potential historical
sign or marker which would likely be included or variations of the brick walkway which could
hug the drive more or take various shapes and routes through the lot.
Also attached to this memo, is a breakdown of anticipated construction costs and operating costs.
These are estimates provided based on development similar to that in the sketch. Obviously,
these costs could vary significantly depending on changes in design and things not yet known
such as issues underground, etc.
Finally, we have provided some information about a grant that might be an option for this
property. The Ohio Department of Natural Resources has a NatureWorks Grant that was
suggested for the project. Details to consider with this grant are outlined on the attached
overview of the grant program.
If I can provide further information, please let me know.

Construction Costs ‐ $34,385
Irrigation upgrades ‐ $2,000
Landscaping upgrades/signage ‐ $6,500
Sidewalk installation ‐ $14,900
Benches and Pad ‐ $6,000
Trash Can ‐ $500
Contingency ‐ $4,485

Annual Maintenance ‐ $2,800
Mowing ‐ $1,100
Misc (snow removal, irrigation repair, trash removal, etc) ‐ $500
Tree Work ‐ $1,200

ODNR NatureWorks Grant
Application Deadline: May 1, 2015
Reimbursement: 75% reimbursement (total amount available for all of Franklin County ‐ $264,000)
Eligibility: Funds can be used for land acquisition OR development (not both)
NatureWorks Applications for Land Acquisition Projects
To be eligible for NatureWorks funding assistance, the primary future use(s) of any property proposed for
acquisition must be public outdoor recreation or public outdoor recreation support facilities. All applications
must include a detailed plan or description of the proposed future use(s) of the property. All future uses during
the COMPLIANCE PERIOD must be open to the public. The outdoor recreational development intended for the
property should be developed within two years of NatureWorks project close out. Eminent domain
acquisitions are not eligible.
Examples of eligible land acquisition grant projects:
o Purchase of land that will be used for active outdoor recreation.
o Purchase of land to enlarge an existing park.
o Purchase of wetlands, natural areas, woodlands, etc. that will provide unique public outdoor recreation
opportunities.
o Purchase of stream or lake frontage for public swimming, boating, fishing, etc.
o Purchase of urban land for public playgrounds, picnicking, non‐professional sport facilities, skate parks, dog
parks, open play areas, etc.
o Purchase of natural areas or preserves where passive outdoor recreation will be permitted.
o Purchase of linear corridors for trails or greenways.
o Purchase of land for a support facility (parking area, restroom, concession building, etc) for public outdoor
recreation.
o Purchase of land for public recreation centers.
Notes:
• Land acquired or developed using NatureWorks funds must be fully ADA compliant.
• These funds would be perfect for trail facility improvements along the Olentangy or purchasing tracts
of land to continue building trails.
• The space requested to be a “pocket park” is less than a mile from 6 existing Worthington parks:
‐ Village Green is one block away (.09 miles)
‐ E. Granville Road Park (0.4), Park Boulevard Park (0.57) and Hartford (0.45) are all about a half
mile away
‐ Pingree Park is 0.71 miles away
‐ Olentangy Parklands is less than a mile away (0.98)

Lodge Condominiums

Area under
consideration

