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City Council

Meeting Agenda

June 8, 2015

CALL TO ORDER
Roll Call
Pledge of Allegiance
REPORTS OF CITY OFFICIALS
Discussion Item(s)
1)

Outdoor Dining Policy and Procedures

2)

Crandall Avenue Stop Sign(s) Request

Information Item
3)

Monthly Financial Report

REPORTS OF COUNCIL MEMBERS
OTHER
EXECUTIVE SESSION
ADJOURNMENT
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City Manager Report to City Council for the
Meeting of Monday, June 8, 2015
REPORTS OF CITY OFFICIALS
Discussion Item(s)
1) Outdoor Dining Policy and Procedures
The City received a request from a new restaurant, The Whitney House, to allow
outdoor dining and serve alcohol adjacent to their property, but within the public
right-of-way. Ohio liquor laws require an enclosure around any area where alcohol is
served. This can be achieved in several ways. But, it raises the policy issue of when
and where the City would allow such use of the public rights-of-way (sidewalks) and
what conditions have to be met in order to do so. To facilitate a conversation about
this policy issue, staff researched the policies and procedures of other cities, reviewed
Ohio liquor laws, drafted a policy and procedure and circulated it to various
stakeholders for input. At this point, staff is seeking input on the draft and direction as
to whether City Council wants to schedule it for formal adoption. A detailed
memorandum, a draft policy and procedures and the results of a survey conducted by
the Old Worthington Partnership are attached.
Recommendation: Provide City Council feedback on draft policy and
procedures and decide whether to schedule it for formal adoption.
2) Crandall Avenue Stop Sign(s) Request
Recently, the City Council discussed sidewalks on Crandall Drive. As part of that
discussion, public testimony was received desiring a multi-way stop sign at one or
more intersections (Ridgedale and Morning Streets) along Crandall Drive. Council
requested that staff review this request. To do so, the Division of Police conducted a
Stealth Stat Survey in the area and the City Engineer reviewed the Ohio Manual of
Uniform Traffic Control Devices (OMUTCD), which outlines conditions for usage of
a multi-way stop sign application.

Office of the City Manager

City Manager’s Report

June 8, 2015

The OMUTCD says that “The decision to install multi-way stop control should be
based on an engineering study.” Additionally, it outlines criteria that should be
considered. A review of the StealthStat data, while not an engineering study, suggests
that the criteria related to traffic volumes, vehicle crashes, and vehicle speeds would
not be satisfied.
Chapter 305, Traffic Control, of the Worthington Codified Ordinances also spells out
the authority for placement of traffic control devices and that the City shall conform
to the OMUTCD.
A memorandum on this subject from the City Engineer is attached, along with
Section 2B.07 of the OMUTCD, the Stealth Stat Report and Chapter 305 of the
Worthington Codified Ordinances.
Recommendation: Staff does not recommend the installation of a multi-way
stop sign at this intersection. However, if the City Council desires to consider
such an installation, a motion to direct staff to prepare an Ordinance for
Introduction at the June 15th meeting would be required.

Information Item
3) Monthly Financial Report
The Finance Director will present the Financial Report for the month of May, which is
attached.
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MEMORANDUM
TO:

Matt Greeson

FROM:

Jeffry Harris

DATE:

June 4, 2015

SUBJECT: Outdoor Dining Facilities – introduction & policy overview
______________________________________________________________________________
I write to introduce and provide background concerning the possible adoption by City Council of
a policy for so-called Outdoor Dining Facilities in downtown Worthington. Specifically, this
memo introduces staff-generated guidelines for outdoor dining in the public right of way (i.e.,
sidewalk) at locations downtown. The attached policy also addresses serving of alcohol in such
outdoor dining facilities.
Consideration Steps


City Council is being introduced to the policy concept of allowing outdoor food and alcohol
service at restaurants downtown, as such service may occur behind bounded areas of the
public sidewalk.



At some point after this introduction of the topic, and based on feedback from the
discussion, City Council may choose to formally adopt a set of guidelines such as the
attached Downtown Worthington Outdoor Dining Facilities Policy & Procedures.



There exists an active request from the Whitney House for formal approval by the City of
an outdoor dining option.

Attachments
1. Downtown Worthington Outdoor Dining Facilities Policy & Procedures draft
2. Whitney House renderings for outdoor dining at 666 High Street
3. Results from an e-survey of its stakeholders that the Old Worthington Partnership
(formerly OWBA) ran independently on this subject
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Background:
In April, we received a formal request by the Whitney House to accommodate outdoor dining,
with alcohol service, on the sidewalk immediately outside its facility at 666 High Street. Outdoor
dining, including in some instances alcohol service, is already occurring in downtown Worthington
(e.g., La Chatelaine, Worthington Inn and Dewey’s Pizza). But each of those existing instances
involve privately owned outdoor space.
In the case of Whitney House, the restaurant neither owns nor leases the outdoor space immediately
outside the restaurant (on the west side of the facility, with frontage on High Street). Rather, that
space is in the public right-of-way, on the sidewalk; this proposed use therefore requires City
approval. In addition, outdoor service of alcohol carries with it an additional requirement from
the Ohio Department of Commerce, Division of Liquor Control that permitted retail food
establishments fence-in or otherwise enclose the service area.
In light of the Whitney House inquiry, City staff have thought how to best manage this and similar
requests for food and alcohol service in the public right-of-way from other downtown restaurants.
The resulting draft Downtown Worthington Outdoor Dining Facilities Policy & Procedures was
derived from research conducted of other cities’ policies (e.g., City of Lakewood, Cuyahoga
County and City of Delaware, Delaware County); existing treatment of matters involving alcohol
service under Worthington’s Community Entertainment District policy; and a discussion with local
liquor counsel. Additionally, feedback was sought and obtained from internal City departments
and the Old Worthington Association and the Old Worthington Partnership (formerly OWBA).
At this time, and to respond timely to the request by Whitney House, we seek City Council’s input
as to the draft Downtown Worthington Outdoor Dining Facilities Policy & Procedures.
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DRAFT

DRAFT

DRAFT

Downtown Worthington Outdoor Dining Facilities
Policy & Procedures
The City acknowledges the attractiveness and community-building importance of outdoor dining
as a feature along High Street in the downtown. Such activities help create energy and vibrancy,
and contribute to increased foot-traffic, as diners and passers-by interact in close proximity to one
another in the same area. Cities like Worthington, which boast active and desirable downtown
environments for work, entertainment, dining and living, find value in enabling business owners
to establish or enhance outdoor dining opportunities. The City defines downtown, for the purpose
of outdoor dining, as encompassing commercial parcels located on, adjacent to, or bounded by
High Street, from South Street to North Street.
To ensure safety and accessibility, as well as commercial prosperity, within its historic downtown,
the City has created this Policy & Procedures document for restaurants, cafés and related
businesses that wish to feature outdoor dining, including alcohol service, on the sidewalk.
Specifically, this document provides guidance to retail food establishments seeking permission
from the City of Worthington to provide or otherwise make significant changes to tables, chairs,
benches, or planters directly outside and adjacent to their indoor dining facilities, whether such
amenities are new or already existing, for the purpose of serving food and alcohol in the public
right-of-way (“Outdoor Dining Facilities”).
Section 1: General policy concerning Outdoor Dining
In certain circumstances as defined in this document, it is the City’s stated policy to allow facilities
for outdoor dining, including serving alcohol, on sidewalks and appropriate elements of the public
right-of-way within downtown Worthington. The City intends to look favorably upon those
applications concerning Outdoor Dining Facilities that are reasonable in scope and consistent with
the Codified Ordinances, this document, and adopted land use plans of the City, including relevant
guidelines in place for the Architectural Review District.
An application must be submitted by the owner of the retail food establishment – and, if it is a
lessee, with the building owner’s written permission – seeking to create or significantly change
existing Outdoor Dining Facilities. It is assumed by both the City and the Applicant that permitted
Outdoor Dining Facilities are expressly intended only for business customers or other invited
guests of the retail food establishment; a clearly delineated area within the public right-of-way for
outdoor dining by definition removes access to the facilities by the general public.

Retail food establishments seeking to serve alcohol as part of their proposed Outdoor Dining
Facilities must already possess the relevant liquor permits for on-premises consumption (e.g., D1, D-2, D-3 and/or D-5 permits) as issued by the Ohio Department of Commerce, Division of
Liquor Control. And in all applications for, or permissions granted, by the City of Worthington
concerning Outdoor Dining Facilities, the retail food establishments must remain in good standing
and otherwise compliant with all Division of Liquor Control regulations and requirements,
including those addressing the configuration of the seating elements.
Applications for Outdoor Dining Facilities will be considered by the City only if the Applicant is
in full compliance with City income tax and real estate tax obligations, as well as property
maintenance requirements.
Applications will be reviewed by City staff on a first-come, first-served basis, with all such
applications forwarded to the Worthington Architectural Review Board for guidance and input on
materials, placement, and overall aesthetics of the proposed Outdoor Dining Facilities.
Section 2: Design Guidelines
The following elements must be addressed or otherwise incorporated by Applicants seeking
permission for new, or significant changes to existing, Outdoor Dining Facilities:
1. Table and chairs must be comprised of metal or wood and the color must complement the
related storefront (refer to the City of Worthington Design Guidelines for color standards).
Likewise, planter style and materials must complement the storefront. No plastic tables
and chairs are permitted.
2. Retail food establishments serving alcohol in the public right-of-way must clearly
delineate the entire Outdoor Dining Facilities area with a boundary that is permanent (not
easily movable), and the bounded area is contiguous to the premises for which the Division
of Liquor Control has issued an appropriate liquor permit.
The delineating boundary must be in the form of either (i) a fence that is 36 inches in height
or (ii) appropriately arranged planters. Whichever form taken, the delineated boundary
must encompass the entire Outdoor Dining Facilities area.
If using a fence, its material must be historically-appropriate wrought iron or steel made to
resemble historically appropriate wrought-iron. An example fence style follows:
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There must be no more than one (1) fence gate along the boundary that allows for
movement by patrons of the Outdoor Dining Facilities.
The delineated boundary may also be comprised of planters arranged accordingly, with a
permanent appearance and application, as well as a clearly defined entrance.
The delineated boundary materials may be removed on a seasonal basis (i.e., deconstruct
the area during the colder months or during such special events or maintenance activities
as the City may require). In such cases, the retail food establishment must adhere to
requirements set forth by the Division of Liquor Control (e.g., submit a Request for
Diminution of Premises). The City acknowledges that the regular cycle of construction
and deconstruction of boundary materials, if approved under this policy, necessarily
involves the parallel process of the retail food establishment applying to the Ohio
Department of Commerce for expansion/diminution under liquor permits each year.
3. Retail food establishments must keep at least one (1) durable, covered and appropriately
sized rubbish container within the Outdoor Dining Facilities, and their staff members are
solely responsible for bussing tables and general clean-up.
4. Outdoor furniture, planters and/or fencing only can be placed on the sidewalk in front of
the Applicant’s retail food establishment.
5. The goal of a retail food establishment for outdoor dining options must be weighed by the
City against the critical importance of the pedestrian experience in downtown Worthington.
As such, a retail food establishment must maintain, at the very least, a 5-foot pedestrian
clearance on the sidewalk; the City expects proposed Outdoor Dining Facilities to use only
the minimum amount necessary to create a reasonable outdoor dining opportunity. The
pedestrian clearance cannot include tree grates, benches, trees, parking meters, streetlights
or other sidewalk obstructions.
6. Placement of outdoor furniture, planters and/or fencing cannot interfere with crosswalks,
curb ramps, access to buildings, driveways or access to any fire escape.
7. Placement of outdoor furniture, planters and/or fencing on the sidewalk must conform to
all federal, state and local laws and regulations, including the Americans with Disabilities
Act (“ADA”) and all relevant guidelines and procedures issued by the Ohio Department of
Commerce, Division of Liquor Control for outdoor serving of alcohol.
8. Umbrellas may be permitted under limited circumstances where the umbrellas, when
raised, do not interfere with pedestrian traffic or other features within the public right-ofway. Umbrellas to be used in proposed Outdoor Dining Facilities shall not depict any
advertising (including any logos, graphics or names). Umbrellas are not to be used in an
area of the Outdoor Dining Facilities where an awning is in place.
9. The outdoor furniture, planters and/or fencing cannot have a substantially adverse impact
on the use, enjoyment or property values of adjoining properties.
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Section 3: Application process
Any retail food establishment owner located in downtown Worthington seeking to create, or make
significant changes to existing, Outdoor Dining Facilities must submit an application to the
Worthington City Manager.
Prior to submitting an application to the Worthington City Manager, if the retail food establishment
seeks to serve alcohol within the Outdoor Dining Facilities, all appropriate application and
approval steps must first be completed with the Division of Liquor Control.
Applications for Outdoor Dining Facilities must be in the form of a cover letter and
numbered/lettered attachment(s) that include or otherwise address all the following aspects:
A. Name and address of the retail food establishment owner making the application
(“Applicant”). If the Applicant is a lessee, it must include in its application the building
owner’s written permission.
B. A site plan of the retail food establishment and its proposed Outdoor Dining Facilities, in
such detail as to identify the following:
a. Boundaries, distances, entrances into the retail food establishment, any delineated
boundary area, and adjacent building entrances; and
b. Property lines, sidewalk width and all surface obstructions within 15 feet of the
Outdoor Dining Facilities area (e.g., brick landscaping walls, fire hydrants,
streetlights, parking meters, trees, tree grates); and
c. Width and length of the Outdoor Dining Facilities area, approximate location of
tables and chairs, the delineated boundary (if serving alcohol), and relative
proximity from such facilities showing the required pedestrian clearance; and
d. Location and dimension of a fence or other permanent boundary as approved by
the Division of Liquor Control (if serving alcohol), with details showing
specifications, materials, and conformity to the Design Guidelines set forth
herein.
C. Evidence that the Outdoor Dining Facilities are in accordance with the City’s master zoning
plan or map, and Architectural Review District guidelines.
It is strongly advised that the retail food establishment owner intending to submit an application
for Outdoor Dining Facilities meet with City staff before submitting his or her application. To the
extent possible, the retail food establishment owner is further encouraged to discuss his or her
plans with neighboring property owners, businesses and/or residents. After an application is filed,
the City will notify the real property owners and occupants encompassed within 100 feet of the
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proposed Outdoor Dining Facilities of the City Council’s scheduled public hearing to discuss and
vote on the application.
The City of Worthington is not obligated to approve submitted applications. Worthington City
Council may approve or deny applications for Outdoor Dining Facilities after considering whether
(i) application requirements hereunder have been satisfactorily met; (ii) the Outdoor Dining
Facilities as described conform, as appropriate, to the City’s planning documents and design
guidelines; and (iii) the City believes the proposed Outdoor Dining Facilities will substantially
contribute to entertainment, retail, commercial, and residential opportunities for the City’s
downtown.
When an application for Outdoor Dining Facilities is submitted to the Worthington City
Manager:
Within 5 days

Worthington City Manager hands-off the application to
relevant staff for review and recommendation.

Within 20 days

City Planning & Building staff will include the
application on the agenda of the Worthington
Architectural Review Board for guidance and input.
In parallel, staff will forward any required conditional
use requests for Municipal Planning Commission
approval.

Within 45 days

City staff to provide formal recommendation to
Worthington City Council to approve or deny the
Outdoor Dining Facilities application via resolution.

If City Council denies the
application

Applicant may make changes to the application to
secure approval.

If City Council approves the
application

Applicant approved for one (1) year use of Outdoor
Dining Facilities.

A non-refundable fee, in the amount of one thousand dollars ($1,000.00), is due by the Applicant
at the time of approval by the City of Worthington for Outdoor Dining Facilities, payable to the
Worthington Community Improvement Corporation.
Renewals of approved permits may be granted administratively by City staff. Annual renewal fees
are five hundred dollars ($500.00).
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Section 5: Responsibilities & Annual review
The City’s permission to establish Outdoor Dining Facilities is on an annual, renewable basis, and
during each such period the Applicant / Permit Holder must remain compliant with all the
following:
A. Permit Holder to enter into a Use of Public Property Agreement with the City of
Worthington, for its Outdoor Dining Facilities that will partially or entirely occur within
the public right-of-way. Requirements under such an Agreement will include the Permit
Holder providing the City of Worthington a certificate of personal liability insurance
naming the City as co-insured. In addition, Permit Holder must indemnify the City for any
acts or omissions of the Permit Holder, its agents, representatives, assigns and designees,
and all invitees, guests, licensees or public invitees resulting in injury, damages or other
harm from the use and operation of the Outdoor Dining Facilities.
B. Food trays or carts, receptacles for dirty dishes, etc. cannot be stored on any portion of the
public right-of-way.
C. Outdoor furniture, umbrellas, planters and/or fencing in the sidewalk area must be kept free
of advertising (including any logos, graphics or names), litter and other debris at all times.
D. All tables, chairs, etc. must be promptly removed from the sidewalk at the end of each
business day, unless they are secured overnight (Permit Holders cannot affix furniture to
the sidewalk, except for fences or planters).
E. Outdoor Dining Facilities area must meet applicable health requirements and all applicable
City ordinances.
F. Outdoor Dining Facilities may be used according to the hours specified in the retail food
establishment’s conditional use permit application materials.
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Additional Considerations for Serving Alcohol
G. Retail food establishments with a valid on-premises liquor permit within the downtown
may serve alcohol within approved Outdoor Dining Facilities. Sale of alcohol shall be for
on-premises consumption only.
H. Permit Holders serving alcohol in the Outdoor Dining Facilities must obtain and maintain
valid on-premises liquor permits under Ohio law. Consumption of alcohol within the
Outdoor Dining Facilities area is subject to the permitted uses and restrictions defined in
the retail food establishment’s liquor permit.
I. Site plan information submitted to the City for Outdoor Dining Facilities must be identical
to any such plans submitted to the Ohio Department of Commerce, Division of Liquor
Control and such plans must be approved by both the Division of Liquor Control and the
City.
J. Alcohol must not be removed from the clearly delineated Outdoor Dining Facilities area.
The City retains the right to revoke its permission for Outdoor Dining Facilities, once granted, if
the area fails to meet the standards under Ohio law, these Policy & Procedures, or achieve the
representations made in the application. As such, the City reserves unto itself the right to conduct
any necessary review of approved Outdoor Dining Facilities prior to making any renewal
determinations.
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Outdoor Dining in Old Worthington

Q1 Please choose one or more of the
following to describe yourself:
Answered: 276

Skipped: 2

I am a
Worthington...
I am a
Worthington...
I am a
Worthington...
I work in
Worthington.
I do not live,
work, or own...
Other (please
specify)
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

Answer Choices

Responses

I am a Worthington resident.

69.57%

192

I am a Worthington business owner (in an industry other than restaurant/food service).

10.51%

29

I am a Worthington restaurant/food service business owner.

2.17%

6

I work in Worthington.

29.71%

82

I do not live, work, or own a business in Worthington.

4.71%

13

Other (please specify)

5.43%

15

Total Respondents: 276

#

Other (please specify)

Date

1

Retired, but young at heart!!

4/29/2015 12:35 PM

2

Perry Township Resident

4/29/2015 9:51 AM

3

I live in Perry Township. My kids all attended Worthington Schools.

4/28/2015 4:57 PM

4

Visit Worthington often

4/28/2015 1:26 PM

5

live near worthington and use worthington businesses almost daily.

4/28/2015 11:14 AM

6

School district

4/28/2015 10:36 AM

7

My family is in worthington and I visit often.

4/27/2015 10:09 PM

8

Worthington school district

4/27/2015 8:51 PM

9

I live on Chase Rd and frequent businesses.

4/27/2015 6:54 PM
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10

I have a columbus address, worthington schools.

4/27/2015 4:36 PM

11

I represent a commercial property owner of several buildings in Worthington

4/27/2015 4:26 PM

12

I am a Riverlea resident.

4/27/2015 4:24 PM

13

live nearby just outside Worthington city limits

4/27/2015 4:17 PM

14

Grew up in Worthington, family lives there, worked there 15 years

4/27/2015 4:00 PM

15

Live in Worthington school district

4/27/2015 3:37 PM
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Outdoor Dining in Old Worthington

Q2 What is your opinion regarding outdoor
dining facilities (restaurant with outdoor
seating) to operate in Worthington?
Answered: 277

Skipped: 1

(no label)

0

Strongly Favor
(no label)

79.06%
219

0.2

Favor
18.05%
50

0.4

0.6

Neutral
2.53%
7

0.8

1

Oppose
0.00%
0
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1.2

1.4

Strongly Oppose
0.36%
1

1.6

1.8

Total

277

2

Weighted Average

1.25
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Q3 What is your opinion regarding outdoor
dining facilities (restaurant with outdoor
seating) WITH ALCOHOL to operate in
Worthington?
Answered: 277

Skipped: 1

(no label)

0

Strongly Favor
(no label)

66.79%
185

0.2

Favor
20.94%
58

0.4

0.6

Neutral
7.22%
20

0.8

1

Oppose
3.25%
9
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1.2

1.4

Strongly Oppose
1.81%
5

1.6

1.8

Total

277

2

Weighted Average

1.52
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Q4 How, if at all, does the ability to drink
alcohol change your attitude toward dining
outside in Worthington?
Answered: 276

Skipped: 2

Improves

Stays the Same

Worsen

No Opinion

Other (please
specify)

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

Answer Choices

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

Responses

Improves

64.13%

177

Stays the Same

25.36%

70

Worsen

3.99%

11

No Opinion

5.07%

14

Other (please specify)

1.45%

4

Total

276

#

Other (please specify)

Date

1

dont understand question

4/29/2015 8:39 AM

2

I do not want outside drinking in my neighborhood!

4/28/2015 7:37 PM

3

this survey is all about making more money for business owners-not necessarily giving all of us the opportunity to
drink more often.

4/28/2015 6:24 PM

4

Depends on nature of venue/clientele.

4/28/2015 5:49 PM
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Q5 Related to day/times for outdoor alcohol
consumption at restaurants located in Old
Worthington, please complete…
Answered: 271

Skipped: 7

Days of
Operation

Times of
Operation

N/A

0

0.2

0.4

Anytime
Days of Operation

Times of Operation

N/A

0.6

0.8

1

1.2

Limited Use

1.4

1.6

Total

1.8

2

Weighted Average

91.54%
238

8.46%
22

260

1.08

75.92%
186

24.08%
59

245

1.24

81.82%
9

18.18%
2

11

1.18

#

Other (please specify)

Date

1

until 10 or 11pm outside

4/29/2015 8:39 AM

2

do not favor outdoor alcohol consumption - anytime

4/28/2015 8:42 PM

3

do not want outdoor alcohol consumption at all in Old Worthington

4/28/2015 7:37 PM

4

When the sun is over the yardarm.

4/28/2015 5:49 PM

5

not drink at all

4/27/2015 7:37 PM

6

I could see a limitation to the times if so desired by the residents. For Example: No outside alcohol before noon,
or something similar.

4/27/2015 5:37 PM

7

As long as it is not breakfast time.

4/27/2015 5:11 PM

8

Please do not offer alcohol outside. I will not continue eating at those restaurants. AND if I could avoid shopping
at Krogers that promotes wine tasting every weekend, I would do so. Children and youth are totally exposed. I
would not take my children shopping there anymore. I have seen youth take single beer cans out of the store
hidden in their clothes. The manager is aware of this problem.

4/27/2015 4:12 PM

9

10-11 pm or so

4/27/2015 4:00 PM

10

Not past 10-11pm.

4/27/2015 3:52 PM

11

End at 10PM

4/27/2015 3:21 PM
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12

It wouldn't let me choose limited use for both days and times of operation. I think outdoor alcohol consumption in
Old Worthington should be limited to Thursdays through Sundays 4pm to close for restaurants.

7 / 10

4/27/2015 3:11 PM

Outdoor Dining in Old Worthington

Q6 Any additional comments, suggestions
or concerns?
Answered: 65

Skipped: 213

#

Responses

Date

1

Many cities allow it and have , no problems. Have you checked with other cities , llike GRANDVIEW

4/29/2015 9:41 PM

2

I dine in Worthington frequently

4/29/2015 3:07 PM

3

Dining, and drinking, outdoors is always fun. I would love to see more outdoor options in Worthington. However, I
would also love for them to be no smoking. Just one smoker can ruin the fresh air aspect of outdoor dining.

4/29/2015 10:48 AM

4

Perhaps outdoor seating could be delineated by a boundary (such as the fencing at House Wine or the brick walls
at Dewey's) so restaurants can limit service to seated patrons. I think Grandview does something similar. The
Old Bag O' Nails, Whitney House and others might be able to set up simple (maybe even temporary/seasonal)
"gates" extending from the brick walls in front of their establishments to create a 3-sided enclosure. I think
Grandview does something similar. Also, remember that not everyone who dines outside will drink (as not
everyone who dines outside smokes). Outside eating/drinking creates such a convivial atmosphere; I love visiting
places where this is an option and walking past people having fun ... or having fun myself! I hope this proposal is
approved! :-)

4/29/2015 9:20 AM

5

Whitney house, old bag, rivage, could all benefit from outdoor alcohol use

4/29/2015 8:39 AM

6

Having lived in Europe, I can see the value of outdoor dining that includes alcohol.

4/29/2015 8:12 AM

7

I have no objection to being able to serve alcohol outside at restaurants, I would want them to respectful of their
neighbors regarding noise. I would never support an open container district in our town.

4/29/2015 7:58 AM

8

Downtown Worthington has had several retail vacancies for quite a while. I would be troubled with efforts (like
restricting alcohol) that lessen the chance of attracting businesses to fill those vacancies.

4/29/2015 7:35 AM

9

Should be limited to commercial areas not directly adjacent to housing such as High St or the mall

4/29/2015 6:30 AM

10

As a resident near the High Street restaurant and bar corridor, the excessive noise from bar patrons going home
between 11:00 PM and 1:00 AM is already disruptive to sleep. Encouraging outdoor bar operations will only add
to the noise. Any City official supporting such action should volunteer their phone number to be called any time
there is a late night problem.

4/28/2015 9:24 PM

11

Moderate drinking outside would be the goal. The amount served outside, as inside, should be addressed. Loud
partying outside would not be acceptable.

4/28/2015 9:01 PM

12

I would love to see more outdoor dining options in Old Worthington in general. I am in support of the restaurants'
ability to serve alcohol outdoors but would like to see possible time restrictions, i.e. until 11pm. I think outdoor
dining with alcohol would help attract more visitors to our Old Worthington locations.

4/28/2015 8:26 PM

13

I live here and please take my comments into consideration. No outside alcohol in my neighborhood.

4/28/2015 7:37 PM

14

freedom--unless it begins to annoy others excessively

4/28/2015 6:12 PM

15

Maybe restrict the outdoor space during farmers markets and other events in town so the sidewalk is not blocked.

4/28/2015 6:10 PM

16

Isn't alcohol consumption currently allowed outside, for example, at House Wine and Worthington Inn? What's the
purpose of this questionnaire? I would not want a bar-type facility allowing outside drinking.

4/28/2015 5:52 PM

17

After 11am and before 1am isn't unreasonable. Rowdy college type venues not acceptable.

4/28/2015 5:49 PM

18

al fresco dining is enhanced with the option of consuming alcohol. other communities allow it, it would help
promote our community

4/28/2015 5:35 PM

19

Making it easier for restaurants to serve alcohol outside will attract better restaurants and in turn attract more
people to downtown Worthington--especially younger people with more disposal income and people from places
such as Powell and Upper Arlington, who tend to have disposable income. It would boost the downtown
Worthington economy substantially.

4/28/2015 5:14 PM
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20

Changes the ambiance and the crowd when alcohol is served outside. Too crowed and too condensed to allow
this.

4/28/2015 5:13 PM

21

It would be great to see Old Worthington offer outdoor dining where it is possible to have a drink if you want it.
Often, I would love to support old Worthington, but in the nice weather, we often end up dining in Powell or
downtown Dublin where we can sit outside and order something to drink.

4/28/2015 4:57 PM

22

Since I'm usually working in Worthington, I wouldn't be consuming alcohol while at work. However, if I come back
to Worthington to dine outside, it would be nice to have the option of having a beverage that has alcohol in it. Not
really a deal breaker. I'm unaware of any restrictions on having alcohol outside. So, if I'm on La Chat's patio or the
Worthington Inn porch can I have alcohol?

4/28/2015 4:45 PM

23

It would benefit old Worthington.

4/28/2015 1:26 PM

24

all thing in moderation, balance your approach but you CAN'T make everyone happy. also, the loudest voices
aren't always right

4/28/2015 12:13 PM

25

I am in favor of outside dinning. I have dinned at House Wine, Old Bag, And the Inn. Love it! Dr. Lordo

4/28/2015 11:13 AM

26

It's about time we joined the rest of the world, Worthington, and got over our completely irrational fear of change.

4/28/2015 10:29 AM

27

Allow alcohol to be served on patios. Even the restaurant areas on High Street.

4/28/2015 10:21 AM

28

We find ourselves very limited to where we can dine on a patio and also consume a cocktail within Old
Worthington. Many times we end up going outside of Old Worthington because if we want to have a cocktail while
dining on a patio, our options are VERY limited. It seems like Dewey's and Worthington Inn are the only 2 places
where this is an option. It would VERY nice to be able to offer this at other restaurants in the Old Worthington
area. More dollars would remain in our community and this might also bring in more people to consider our area
as a "destination" if we were to have more options for this.

4/28/2015 10:10 AM

29

I could see why folks wouldn't want people outside until "last call" but I think being able to have wine with dinner
on a patio, or cocktails on the patio with friends does add to a sense of community, and wanting to stay in the
Worthington area rather than heading elsewhere to enjoy beautiful weather while enjoying a beer or cocktail with
friends.

4/28/2015 10:01 AM

30

If we want worthington to thrive we need to draw people too us. This is just a way we can help draw in people as
a destination in Columbus.

4/28/2015 8:33 AM

31

I think outdoor consumption of alcohol can be done responsibly.

4/28/2015 7:05 AM

32

I feel during special events, this would improve income for many of the resturaunts in Olde worthington! I would
love to have a spiked Cider fro halloween or a baileys hot chocolate for Christmas. Also, that Chris Bradley is
pretty awesome! Hope he is back next year for christmas!!

4/27/2015 10:56 PM

33

Could the shops in old Worthington stay open later too? Especially on weekends if there will be outdoor
dining,etc.

4/27/2015 9:58 PM

34

We live in the year 2015.

4/27/2015 9:39 PM

35

We travel to neighboring communities for dining. They have outdoor dining and alcohol

4/27/2015 8:51 PM

36

Outdoor alcohol consumption and drunk and disorderly are two different concerns. If someone is over served, it
should not matter if they are inside or outside, the end result is the same. People want to sit on a patio. It would
increase the restruants seating and keep more paying customers local.

4/27/2015 8:14 PM

37

Worthington has always been family friendly. I sm not in favor of allowing alcohol to ruin that

4/27/2015 7:37 PM

38

I was thinking more like beer or wine or even a spirited drink with dinner or a nosh not drinking games or
keggers. Moderation in other words.

4/27/2015 7:21 PM

39

It is frustrating to be at a restaurant on a nice fm day and be limited to indoor dining because of alcohol rules. We
would love to see outdoor alcohol available at our local restaurants!

4/27/2015 7:21 PM

40

It is about time we got to enjoy patio time in beautiful downtown Worthington!!!

4/27/2015 7:20 PM

41

Limited food carts would be nice for variety

4/27/2015 7:03 PM

42

Eating / drinking outside would be cutoff at reasonable time. For example 930/10 weekdays and 11 weekends.

4/27/2015 6:18 PM

43

I'm all in favor of creating a more cosmopolitan, inviting neighborhood to attrack commerce and exceptional dining
opportunities

4/27/2015 6:06 PM
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44

I don't drink, but I don't mind if others do.

4/27/2015 5:13 PM

45

Surprised you might prioritize what the residents think seeing as how the businesses didn't care what we thought
about the green space. Yes, we are the ones who live here so I appreciate that you care what we think about our
own backyards. Still, thanks for asking.

4/27/2015 5:03 PM

46

Must monitor intoxication levels and carrying guns.

4/27/2015 4:59 PM

47

The city needs to adapt in this regard. There are too many open storefronts in Old Worthington and in part
because of various restrictions and Architectual Reviews. I don't want "junk" in the community, but it appears the
City has become too difficult to do business in or develop in...

4/27/2015 4:35 PM

48

Two things: 1) I'd love to see more outdoor eating in general, it makes the downtown area feel so much more
vibrant. 2) Personally, if I can only drink water outside then I will eat inside so figuring out this issue is important
for #1.

4/27/2015 4:35 PM

49

Please consider the norms of our community that we are exhibiting in relationship to the abuse of alcohol and
drug abuse. Accessibility promotes alcohol and other drug abuse. We promoting addictive behavior by the
accessibility of alcohol.

4/27/2015 4:12 PM

50

The fact that there is are so few options to drink alcohol while dining outside is a big downside to dining in
Worthington! I'd love to see those rules change.

4/27/2015 4:00 PM

51

Thanks for considering this as an option. Old Worthington is a designated entertainment district and thus should
entertain serving alcohol outside.

4/27/2015 3:50 PM

52

Having alcohol served in the public right-of-way is not the way to do things and will hamper the current farmer's
market and the pedestrian circulation. Serving it on private property is not a problem. Shutting down the sidewalk
or a portion to serve alcohol will not serve the best interest of the city or its residents.

4/27/2015 3:35 PM

53

Having a beer or glass of wine on the patio with dinner is a pleasurable activity Ohioans don't get to experience
most of the year. I don't really see the difference between drinking outside or inside anyway.

4/27/2015 3:35 PM

54

Let's stop with this puritanical attitude toward alcohol...we are adults. Let us drink an adult beverage outside.

4/27/2015 3:33 PM

55

I believe this will help us compete with other dining areas in Grandview and Upper Arlington. As long as
customers are respectful and do not over-consume, I believe this would be a nice addition.

4/27/2015 3:30 PM

56

We already have outdoor consumption of wine at House of Wine and I believe Dewey's. I see no reason not to
expand it.

4/27/2015 3:30 PM

57

I hope this passes!

4/27/2015 3:22 PM

58

I reside close to Downtown and often hear bar/restauraunt patrons returning to their vehicles who often very loud
and under the influence of alcohol when going to their cars parked on the green.

4/27/2015 3:21 PM

59

I'm a permit holder with a patio that allows alcohol. The more viable businesses that attract customers to
Worthington, the better it is for all of our business, whether it's restaurant/bar or retail.

4/27/2015 3:13 PM

60

none

4/27/2015 3:11 PM

61

There are many nights where my wife and I want to have dinner and drinks outdoors on a restaurant patio and
will only consider places with such accommodations.

4/27/2015 3:11 PM

62

I was under the assumption it was due to not being able to secure/blockade the outdoor space according to Dept.
of Liquor rather than city ordinance..

4/27/2015 3:06 PM

63

In order for our community to grow and be desirable, we need to change too.

4/27/2015 3:05 PM

64

Wish dewys had larger outside eating are, Whitney house should have outdoor

4/27/2015 3:00 PM

65

There is a definite need in order to be competitive

4/27/2015 2:57 PM
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MEMORANDUM
To: Matthew H. Greeson, City Manager
From: William W. Watterson, City Engineer
Subject: Crandall Drive
Date: May 7, 2015
During the recent Council discussion of the construction of sidewalks on Crandall Drive, Staff
was asked to review the potential for the installation of STOP signs at the Crandall intersections
of Morning Street and Ridgedale Drive East. Both intersections are currently controlled by
STOP signs on the minor streets, i.e. Ridgedale E. and Morning, which is the typical application
of the STOP sign. The installation of additional STOP signs on Crandall Drive at either
intersection will result in a “Multi-Way STOP Application”. Section 2B.07 of the Ohio Manual of
Uniform Traffic Control Devices (OMUTCD) prescribes the conditions for usage of a Multi-Way
STOP Application. A copy of the section is attached.
As there is no plan for the installation of a traffic signal and there is no history of crashes in the
area conditions A, B and D are not met. The remaining condition C is based on minimum traffic
volumes. The Division of Police conducted a Stealth Stat Survey in the area of Crandall and
Ridgedale during both weekend and weekday time periods. The highest volumes recorded were
during the weekday period with 5936 vehicles counted during 88 hours. The resultant Average
Daily Traffic (ADT) calculates to 1622 vehicles.
Condition C.1 requires a minimum of 300 vehicles per hour for any 8 hours of an average day.
In this case if all of the ADT occurred during 8 hours, the hourly volume on Crandall would be
only 202 vehicles per hour, not meeting the 300 vehicle minimum. Condition C.2 requires a
minimum volume of 200 units (including vehicles, bicycles and pedestrians) for the same 8
hours. While the minor streets were not counted, given the hourly traffic on Crandall meeting
this condition on either minor street seems very unlikely. Condition C.3 applies to situations
where 85th percentile speeds exceed 40 mph. In this case the highest 85th percentile speed
recorded was 29 mph.
While this overview is not an “engineering study” as discussed in Section 2B.07, in my opinion it
is unlikely that a full engineering study would result in data that would support any of the
conditions for a Multi-Way STOP Application.

