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City Council Meeting Agenda
Monday, May 9, 2016 ~ 7:30 P.M.

Louis J. R. Goorey Worthington Municipal Building
John P. Coleman Council Chamber
6550 North High Street
Worthington, Ohio 43085

Bonnie D. Michael, President
Scott Myers, President Pro-Tem
Rachael Dorothy
Douglas C. Foust
David M. Norstrom
Douglas Smith
Michael C. Troper

Matthew H. Greeson, City Manager
D. Kay Thress, Clerk of Council

If you have questions regarding this agenda please contact the Clerk of
Council at 614-786-7347. This agenda and amendments that may be made to
it can be found at www.worthington.org

City Council

Meeting Agenda

May 9, 2016

CALL TO ORDER
Roll Call
Pledge of Allegiance
REPORTS OF CITY OFFICIALS
Discussion Item(s)
1)

Whitney House Outdoor Dining Area

2)

Request to Bid: 2016 Street Improvement Program

3)

Financial Report

REPORTS OF COUNCIL MEMBERS
OTHER
EXECUTIVE SESSION
ADJOURNMENT
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City Manager Report to City Council for the
Meeting of Monday, May 9, 2016
REPORTS OF CITY OFFICIALS
Discussion Item(s)
1) Whitney House Outdoor Dining Area
The Whitney House would like to add outdoor seating in an enclosed area in the right of
way adjacent to their building. The proposal is for an area that has two gates to directly
access the sidewalk. The Downtown Worthington Outdoor Dining Facilities Policy and
Procedures were adopted by City Council on June 15, 2015 and allow only one gate. The
Municipal Planning Commission and Architectural Review Board have approved the
outdoor seating area. Staff does not have concerns about the two gates and is seeking a
motion from City Council to allow two gates, subject to approval by the Director of
Service & Engineering for the outdoor dining in the right of way and the Ohio
Department of Commerce, Division of Liquor Control for the service of alcohol.
Additional information is provided in the attached memorandum from the Director of
Planning & Building.
Recommendation: Approval of a Motion to Allow the Two Gates with
the condition the Whitney House receive the
appropriate approvals from the Director of Service &
Engineering and the Ohio Division of Liquor Control

2) Request to Bid: 2016 Street Improvement Program
The 2016 Street Improvement Program is ready to be bid. A copy of the proposed 2016
Street Improvement Program was distributed to the City Council on May 2, 2016 and a
tour of the streets was scheduled for May 6, 2016. Staff requests authorization to
advertise for bids for this project.
Recommendation: Approval of a Motion Authorizing the Advertisement
for Bids

Office of the City Manager

City Manager’s Report

May 9, 2016

3) Financial Report
The Finance Director will present the Financial Report for the month of April, which is
attached.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
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MEMORANDUM
TO:

Matthew H. Greeson, City Manager

FROM:

R. Lee Brown, Director

DATE:

May 4, 2016

SUBJECT: Outdoor Dining – The Whitney House
______________________________________________________________________________
Background & Request:
The Planning & Building Department would like to request your guidance related to the Design
Guidelines located in the Downtown Worthington Outdoor Dining Facilities Policy & Procedures
for a request from The Whitney House to add outdoor seating in an enclosed area adjacent to their
building. City Council adopted the Downtown Worthington Outdoor Dining Facilities Policy &
Procedures on June 15, 2015 by Resolution #31-2015.
The Design Guidelines state that there must not be more than one (1) fence gate along the boundary
that allows for movement by patrons of the outdoor dining facilities. The request before you is to
have two (2) gates to directly access the sidewalk in front of The Whitney House. Staff believes
that we need your approval to deviate from the adopted Policy & Procedures for Outdoor Dining
Facilities.
A Conditional Use Permit was granted for The Whitney House in September of 2014. Outdoor
seating was initially approved in the same form as the seating for the previous restaurants.
There were tables near the building and streetscape wall, with a walkway in between.
On April 28, 2015 the Municipal Planning Commission and Architectural Review Board
approved a request to add outdoor seating in an enclosed area adjacent to their building, which
along with approval from the City’s Director of Service and Engineering, and the State of Ohio
Department of Commerce, Division of Liquor Control, would allow The Whitney House to serve
alcohol in the right-of-way.

Project Details:
1. Four tables with 3 chairs each are proposed adjacent to the front of the building. A wrought
iron railing is proposed to extend out 7’ from the building to enclose the tables in a
rectangular area. Three 10” wide flower boxes are proposed to hang along the outside
piece of the fence. Two gates are proposed for entry on the west side, which would require
further approval because the City’s outdoor dining policy allows only 1 gate. Also, there
would be a chain across the north end to allow access by staff. When the gate closest to
the existing curved wall is open, the sidewalk width would be 5’ 7 ¾”. Otherwise, the
distance from the wall to the flowerboxes and fence ranges from approximately 6’ to 11’.
The exact style of the tables and chairs is not yet included with the applications.
2. Restaurant staff would be required to keep the area litter free and clean up any spills on the
sidewalk.
3. The approved hours of operation for The Whitney House were: Monday – Saturday 9:00
am – 2:00 am; and Sunday 10:00 am – 11:00 pm.
Land Use Plans:
Worthington Design Guidelines and Architectural District Ordinance
The Worthington Design Guidelines recognizes seating and tables for use by patrons makes the
entire area feel more open and pedestrian-friendly. Also, traditional types of fences and walls,
such as masonry walls and wrought iron fences are appropriate. The Architectural District
Ordinance calls for design and materials to be compatible.
Downtown Worthington Outdoor Dining Facilities Policy & Procedures
1. Tables, chairs, umbrellas, and other architectural elements are subject to the ARB’s
requirements and guidance.
2. Retail food establishments serving alcohol in the public right-of-way must clearly delineate
the entire Outdoor Dining Facilities area with a boundary that is permanent in appearance
(not easily movable), and the bounded area is contiguous to the premises for which the
Division of Liquor Control has issued an appropriate liquor permit. The delineating boundary
must be in-line with the Worthington Design Guidelines, and shall be in the form of either (i)
a fence that is appropriate for the setting and or (ii) appropriately arranged planters.
Whichever form taken, the delineated boundary must encompass the entire Outdoor Dining
Facilities area. If using a fence, its material must be historically-appropriate wrought iron or
steel made to resemble historically appropriate wrought-iron. There must be no more than
one (1) fence gate along the boundary that allows for movement by patrons of the Outdoor
Dining Facilities. Permittees serving alcohol in the Outdoor Dining Facilities must obtain and
maintain valid on-premises liquor permits under Ohio law. Consumption of alcohol within
the Outdoor Dining Facilities area is subject to the permitted uses and restrictions defined in
the retail food establishment’s liquor permit.
3. Retail food establishments may be required to keep at least one (1) durable, covered and
appropriately sized garbage container within the Outdoor Dining Facilities, and their staff
members are solely responsible for bussing tables and general clean-up. Food trays or carts,
receptacles for dirty dishes, etc. cannot be stored on any portion of the public right-of-way.
4. Outdoor furniture, planters and/or fencing only can be placed on the sidewalk in front of the
Applicant’s retail food establishment.

5. The goal of a retail food establishment for outdoor dining options must be weighed by the
City against the critical importance of the pedestrian experience in downtown Worthington.
As such, a retail food establishment must maintain, at the very least, a 5-foot pedestrian
clearance on the sidewalk; the City expects proposed Outdoor Dining Facilities to use only
the minimum amount necessary to create a reasonable outdoor dining opportunity. The
pedestrian clearance cannot include tree grates, benches, trees, parking meters, streetlights or
other sidewalk obstructions.
6. Placement of outdoor furniture, planters and/or fencing cannot interfere with crosswalks,
curb ramps, access to buildings, driveways or access to any fire escape.
7. Placement of outdoor furniture, planters and/or fencing on the sidewalk must conform to all
federal, state and local laws and regulations, including the Americans with Disabilities Act
(“ADA”) and all relevant guidelines and procedures issued by the Ohio Department of
Commerce, Division of Liquor Control for outdoor serving of alcohol.
8. Umbrellas may be permitted under limited circumstances where the umbrellas, when raised,
do not interfere with pedestrian traffic or other features within the public right-of-way.
Outdoor furniture, umbrellas, planters and/or fencing in the sidewalk area must be kept free
of advertising (including any logos, graphics or names), litter and other debris at all times.
9. The outdoor furniture, planters and/or fencing cannot have a substantially adverse impact on
the use, enjoyment or property values of adjoining properties. All tables, chairs, etc. must be
promptly removed from the sidewalk at the end of each business day, unless they are secured
overnight (Permittees cannot affix furniture to the sidewalk, except for fences or planters).
10. Retail food establishments with a valid on-premises liquor permit within the downtown may
serve alcohol within approved Outdoor Dining Facilities. Sale of alcohol shall be for onpremises consumption only.
11. Permittees serving alcohol in the Outdoor Dining Facilities must obtain and maintain valid
on-premises liquor permits under Ohio law. Consumption of alcohol within the Outdoor
Dining Facilities area is subject to the permitted uses and restrictions defined in the retail
food establishment’s liquor permit.
Worthington Comprehensive Plan
A good mix of restaurant and niche retail shops are appropriate for Old Worthington.
Recommendations:
On April 28, 2016 the Municipal Planning Commission and Architectural Review Board
approved a request to add outdoor seating in an enclosed area adjacent to their building with the
condition that the applicant maintain the five-foot pedestrian clearance zone and receive all other
necessary approvals.
Staff is recommending approval with the condition that the Director of Service and Engineering
and the State of Ohio Department of Commerce, Division of Liquor Control approve the
application.

