City Council Agenda
Tuesday, September 7, 2021 at 7:30 pm

6550 N. High Street, Worthington, Ohio 43085
1. Call to Order
2. Roll Call
3. Pledge of Allegiance
4. Visitor Comments

Approval of the Minutes
5. Approval of Minutes - July 19, 2021 (Special)

New Legislation to Be Introduced
6. Resolution No. 38-2021 Amendment to Development Plan - Papillon Day Spa
(890 & 910 High St)
Authorizing an Amendment to the Final Development Plan for 890 & 910 High Street and Authorizing a Variance
(Papillon Day Spa).

Executive Summary: This Resolution will amend the Final Development Plan to
include a variance to permit more than one wall-mounted sign per business.

Recommendation: MPC recommends approval, Staff recommends approval
7. Ordinance No. 39-2021 Subdivision (848, 851 and 870 Griswold St)
Approving a Final Plat for the Resubdivision of Lot #2, Lot #3 and Lot #4 of the Stepping Stones Learning
Center Worthington Adventist Academy and Resubdivision of Lots #18 through #28, Lots #47 through #52 and
Portions of Vacated Griswold Street and Alleys of Sunnyview. A Property Located at 848, 851 and 870 Griswold
St. (Worthington Seventh-Day Adventist Church)

Executive Summary: This Ordinance will amend the Final Plat and grant variances for
the Resubdivision of Lot #2, Lot #3 and Lot #4 of the Stepping Stones Learning Center
Worthington Adventist Academy and Resubdivision of Lots #18 through #28, Lots #47
through #52 and Portions of Vacated Griswold Street and Alleys of Sunnyview.

Recommendation: Introduce for Public Hearing on September 20, 2021
8. Ordinance No. 40-2021 Accept Amounts and Rates
Accepting the Amounts and Rates as Determined by the Budget Commission and Authorizing the Necessary Tax
Levies and Certifying Them to the County Auditor.

Executive Summary: This Ordinance accepts the tax rates and amounts as
determined by the Franklin County Budget Commission. The property tax rate remains
unchanged at 5 mills for collection year 2022.
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Recommendation: Introduce for Public Hearing September 20, 2021
9. Ordinance No. 41-2021 Appropriation (Downtown TIF and Bond Retirement
Fund)
Amending Ordinance No. 44-2020 (As Amended) to Adjust the Annual Budget by Providing for an Appropriation
from the Downtown Worthington Municipal Public Improvement TIF Fund and General Bond Retirement Fund
Unappropriated Balance.

Executive Summary: This legislation appropriates additional funds in both the
Downtown TIF Fund and the Bond Retirement Fund. The appropriation in the Downtown
TIF Fund provides funding to compensate the school for property tax revenue directed
into the TIF fund that needs to be sent to the school district. The appropriation in the
General Bond Retirement Fund provides the funds necessary to pay the 2021 interest on
the most recent bond issue.

Recommendation: Introduce for Public Hearing on September 20, 2021
10. Ordinance No. 42-2021 Establish the JEDD
Authorizing and Directing the Establishment of a Fund for the Purpose of Receiving Revenue Derived From the
Sharon Township Joint Economic Development District

Executive Summary: The City of Worthington needs to create a new special revenue
fund for the purpose of receiving and expending monies from the income tax levied
within the Sharon Township Joint Economic Development District.

Recommendation: Introduce for Public Hearing on September 20, 2021
11. Ordinance No. 43-2021 Authorizing Virtual Meetings (EMERGENCY)
Amending Section 109.02 “Definitions” and Enacting New Section 109.12 “Virtual Public Meetings” of the
Codified Ordinances of the City of Worthington to Permit Members of Council and Other Municipal Bodies to Hold
and Attend Meetings Virtually and Declaring An Emergency.

Executive Summary: This ordinance amends the Codified Ordinances to authorize City
Council and the various boards and commissions to hold and attend meetings and
hearings virtually.

Recommendation: Introduce and Pass as an Emergency on September 7, 2021
12. Ordinance No. 44-2021 Vacation of Easement - 365 Medick Way
Vacating/Extinguishing a Utility Easement on 365 Medick Way at the Request of the Property Owner.

Executive Summary: This ordinance vacates/extinguishes an unused utility easement
at 365 Medick Way at the request of the property owner.

Recommendation: Introduce for Public Hearing on September 20, 2021.

Reports of City Officials
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Reports of Council Members
Other
Executive Session
13. Executive Session
a. To consider the appointment of a public employee or official

Adjournment
14. Motion to Adjourn
Contact: D. Kay Thress, Clerk of Council (Kay.Thress@worthington.org (614) 436-3100) | Agenda
published on 09/02/2021 at 9:11 AM
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City Council Special Meeting
Minutes
Monday, July 19, 2021 at 6:45 pm

6550 N. High Street, Worthington, Ohio 43085
1. Call to Order
Minutes:
Worthington City Council met in Regular Session on Monday, July 19, 2021, in the John
P. Coleman Council Chambers of the Louis J.R. Goorey Municipal Building, 6550 North
High Street, Worthington, Ohio. President Michael called the meeting to order at or
about 6:45 p.m.
2. Roll Call
Minutes:
Members Present: Peter Bucher, Rachael Dorothy, Beth Kowalczyk, Scott Myers,
David Robinson, Doug Smith, and Bonnie D. Michael.
Also present: Clerk of Council D. Kay Thress

Executive Session
3. Executive Session
Minutes:
MOTION Mr. Myers made a motion to meet in Executive Session to consider
appointments of public officials. The motion was seconded by Mr. Robinson.
The motion carried by a roll call vote.
Council recessed at 6:45 p.m. from the Regular meeting session.

Adjournment
4. Motion to Adjourn
Minutes:
MOTION Mr. Myers made a motion to return to open session and adjourn the Special
Meeting. The motion was seconded by Ms. Dorothy. The motion carried by a roll call
vote.
President Michael declared the meeting adjourned at 7:13 p.m.

Contact: D. Kay Thress (kay.thress@worthington.org (614) 436-3100) | Minutes published on
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07/21/2021 at 2:27 PM
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STAFF MEMORANDUM

City Council Meeting – September 7, 2021
Date:

July 30, 2021

From:

R. Lee Brown, Director of Planning and Building

To:

Subject:

Matthew H. Greeson, City Manager

Resolution for an Amendment to Development Plan with a Variance – 890 & 910
High Street – ADP 06-2021

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
This Resolution will amend the Final Development Plan to include a variance to permit
more than one wall-mounted sign per business.

RECOMMENDATION
On July 8, 2021 the Municipal Planning Commission reviewed and recommended approval
of an Amendment to Development Plan that included a variance for more than one wallmounted sign per business.

The Municipal Planning Commission members felt that the proposal would not be out of
character for the existing development. To view the meeting, please go to the Video Archives
for July 8, 2021 ARB & MPC Meeting.
Staff is recommending approval of the Amendment to Development Plan with a variance.
Two wall mounted signs are appropriate for these tenants, and the style proposed
appropriately matches the existing sign.
BACKGROUND/DESCRIPTION
This two-story brick building was constructed in 2018. Porch Growler, Clarkson Eyecare
and Papillon Day Spa are on the first floor, and COPC Worthington Pediatrics and Edward
Jones are on the second floor. There are entrances on the rear for Porch Growler, Papillon
and for the second-floor spaces. Papillon Day Spa would like to add a sign near its rear door
in the center of the building.
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Project Details:
1. The two second floor tenants and Porch Growler were approved to have signs near
the parking lot entrances at the rear of the buidling.
2. Papillon Day Spa would like to add a 28” diameter sign to the left of the rear door in
the herringbone inset. The sign would be fashioned to match the Porch Growler sign
on the rear of the building, being constructed with raised letters and a border on an
HDU panel, with a vinyl graphic in the middle. The background is proposed as dark
blue, and the lettering would be white.
3. A variance from Section 1170.05(b) is needed to have more than one wall mounted
sign per business.
Land Use Plans:
Worthington Design Guidelines and Architectural District Ordinance
The Worthington Design Guidelines and Architectural District Ordinance recommend signs
be efficient and compatible with the age and architecture of the building. Use of traditional
sign materials such as painted wood, or material that looks like painted wood, is the most
appropriate material for projecting and wall signs. While the regulations permit a certain
maximum square footage of signs for a business, try to minimize the size and number of
signs. Place only basic names and graphics on signs along the street so that drive-by traffic
is not bombarded with too much information. Signs must be distinctive enough to be
readily visible, but avoid incompatible modern colors such as “fluorescent orange” and
similar colors. Bright color shades generally are discouraged in favor more subtle and
toned-down shades.
The Architectural District Ordinance calls for design and materials to be compatible.

Development Plan Amendment Ordinance
When an applicant wishes to make modifications following approval of a Final
Development Plan, and variances are included, the modification must be approved by the
City Council.
ATTACHMENTS
• Resolution No. 38-2021
Exhibit A
• Application & Materials
• July 8, 2021 Meeting Minutes
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RESOLUTION NO. 38-2021
Authorizing an Amendment to the Final
Development Plan for 890 & 910 High Street and
Authorizing a Variance (Papillon Day Spa).
WHEREAS, Signcom Inc. on behalf of Papillon Day Spa has submitted a request
for an amendment to the Final Development Plan for 890 & 910 High St.; and,
WHEREAS, Sections 1175.01(f) and 1107.01 of the Codified Ordinances of the
City of Worthington provide that when an applicant wishes to change, adjust or rearrange
buildings, parking areas, entrances, heights or yards, following approval of a Final
Development Plan, and variances are included, the modification must be approved by the
City Council; and,
WHEREAS, the proposal has received a complete and thorough review by the
Municipal Planning Commission on July 8, 2021 and approval has been recommended by
the Commission.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Municipality of
Worthington, County of Franklin, State of Ohio:
SECTION 1. That the amendment to the approved Final Development Plan at
890 & 910 High St. as per Case No. ADP 06-2021, Drawings No. ADP 06-2021 dated
June 21, 2021 attached hereto as Exhibit “A” be approved.
SECTION 2. That there be and hereby is granted a variance from Code Section
1170.05(b) to permit more than one wall-mounted sign per business.
SECTION 3. That the Clerk of Council be and hereby is instructed to record this
Resolution in the appropriate record book.
Adopted ______________
________________________________
President of Council
Attest:
_______________________________
Clerk of Council
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EXHIBIT "A"

Application recommended to the City Council
for Approval based on the findings of fact and
conclusions in the Staff Memo and presented
at the meeting.

Approved
Architectural Review Board
Municipal Planning Commission
City of Worthington
Date 07/08/2021

_____________________
Clerk

CITY OF WORTHINGTON
DRAWINGS NO. ARB 71-2021
ADP 06-2021
DATE 06/21/2021

ADP 06-2021
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pd

Approved
Architectural Review Board
Municipal Planning Commission
City of Worthington
Date 07/08/2021

_____________________
Clerk

Application recommended to the
City Council for Approval based
on the findings of fact and
conclusions in the Staff
PageMemo
10 of 63
and presented at the meeting.

890 High St.
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Aillendillent to
Developlllent Plan
Application

1. Property Location
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Application
recommended to the
City Council
_ for
7. Variances Requested ____________________
Approval based on the
findings of fact and
conclusions in the Staff
PLEASE
AD THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT AND SIGN YOUR NAME: Memo and presented at
i
the meeting.

The informafon contained in this application and in all attachments is true and correct to the best
of my know�edge. I further acknowledge that I have familiarized myself with all applicable
sections of the Worthington Codified Ordinances and will comply with all applicable
regulaf s.
plicant (S

lfff4c,l,J

ature)

Property Ow br (Signature)
]
MPC Appro al Date:

t Council rpproval Date:
c i y
_____ _ _

Date

Date

ft(is/zl

Approved
Architectural Review Board
Municipal Planning Commission
City of Worthington
Date 07/08/2021

_____________________
Clerk

Page 12 of 63

Application recommended to
the City Council for Approval
based on the findings of fact
and conclusions in the Staff
Memo and presented at the
meeting.
Approved
Architectural Review Board
Municipal Planning Commission
City of Worthington
Date 07/08/2021

_____________________
Clerk
CITY OF WORTHINGTON
DRAWINGS NO. ARB 71-2021
ADP 06-2021
DATE 06/21/2021
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Application recommended
to the City Council for
Approval based on the
findings of fact and
conclusions in the Staff
Memo and presented at the
meeting.
Approved
Architectural Review Board
Municipal Planning Commission
City of Worthington
Date 07/08/2021

_____________________
Clerk
CITY OF WORTHINGTON
DRAWINGS NO. ARB 71-2021
ADP 06-2021
DATE 06/21/2021
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Application recommended to the City Council
for Approval based on the findings of fact and
conclusions in the Staff Memo and presented
at the meeting.

Approved
Architectural Review Board
Municipal Planning Commission
City of Worthington
Date 07/08/2021

_____________________
Clerk

CITY OF WORTHINGTON
DRAWINGS NO. ARB 71-2021
ADP 06-2021
DATE 06/21/2021
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PORTION OF MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
WORTHINGTON ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD
WORTHINGTON MUNICIPAL PLANNING COMMISSION
July 8, 2021
The regular meeting of the Worthington Architectural Review Board and the Worthington
Municipal Planning Commission was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with the following members
present: Mikel Coulter, Chair; Kathy Holcombe, Secretary; Edwin Hofmann; David Foust;
Richard Schuster; and Susan Hinz. Also present were:; Lee Brown, Director of Planning &
Building; and Kenny Ganter, Planning & Building Assistant. Worthington City Council
Representative Scott Myers and Commission member Thomas Reis, Vice Chair, were absent.
A. Call to Order – 7:00 p.m.
1.

Roll Call

2.

Pledge of Allegiance

3.

Approval of the minutes of the June 24, 2021 meeting.
Mr. Hofmann moved to approve the minutes and Mr. Foust seconded the motion. All Board
members voted, “Aye,” and the minutes were approved.

B. Architectural Review Board – Regular Agenda
1. Wall Sign – 890 High St. (Signcom Inc./Papillon Day Spa) ARB 71-2021
&
C. Municipal Planning Commission – Regular Agenda
1. Amendment to Development Plan
a.

Wall Sign - 890 High St. (Signcom Inc./Papillon Day Spa) ADP 06-2021

Mr. Brown reviewed the following from the staff memo:
Findings of Fact & Conclusions
Background & Request:
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This two-story brick building was constructed in 2018. Porch Growler, Clarkson Eyecare and
Papillon Day Spa are on the first floor, and COPC Worthington Pediatrics and Edward Jones are
on the second floor. There are entrances on the rear for Porch Growler, Papillon and for the secondfloor spaces. Papillon Day Spa would like to add a sign near its rear door in the center of the
building.
Project Details:
1. The two second floor tenants and Porch Growler were approved to have signs near the
parking lot entrances.
2. Papillon Day Spa would like to add a 28” diameter sign to the left of the rear door in the
herringbone inset. The sign would be fashioned to match the Porch Growler sign on the
rear of the building, being constructed with raised letters and a border on an HDU panel,
with a vinyl graphic in the middle. The background is proposed as dark blue, and the
lettering would be white.
3. A variance is needed to have more than one wall mounted sign per business.
Land Use Plans:
Worthington Design Guidelines and Architectural District Ordinance
The Worthington Design Guidelines and Architectural District Ordinance recommend signs be
efficient and compatible with the age and architecture of the building. Use of traditional sign
materials such as painted wood, or material that looks like painted wood, is the most appropriate
material for projecting and wall signs. While the regulations permit a certain maximum square
footage of signs for a business, try to minimize the size and number of signs. Place only basic
names and graphics on signs along the street so that drive-by traffic is not bombarded with too
much information. Signs must be distinctive enough to be readily visible but avoid incompatible
modern colors such as “fluorescent orange” and similar colors. Bright color shades generally are
discouraged in favor more subtle and toned-down shades.
The Architectural District Ordinance calls for design and materials to be compatible.
Development Plan Amendment Ordinance
When an applicant wishes to make modifications following approval of a Final Development Plan,
and variances are included, the modification must be approved by the City Council.
Recommendation:
Staff recommended approval of these applications. Two wall mounted signs were appropriate for
these tenants, and the style proposed appropriately matched the existing sign.
Discussion:
Mr. Brown swore in the applicant, Mr. Trenton Morris, 890 High St., Suite B, Worthington, Ohio.
Mr. Morris said he was using the same sign company that did the sign on the front of the building,
and the same sign company also made the signs for the Porch Growler. The sign will be the same
exact dimensions as the Porch Growler, same colors, and same design. Mr. Morris said because
their business is next to Clarkson Eyecare, they will be placing the sign in a similar position as
what they did, and there are herringbone bricks back there and the sign will be centered against
Page 2 of 3
Portion of ARB/MPC July 8, 2021
Minutes
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the bricks. Board members did not have any questions or concerns. Mr. Coulter asked Mr. Ganter
if there were any emails or calls regarding this application, and Mr. Ganter said no.
ARB Motion:
Mr. Foust moved:
THAT THE REQUEST BY SIGNCOM INC. FOR A CERTIFICATE OF
APPROPROPRIATENESS TO INSTALL A WALL SIGN AT 890 HIGH ST., AS PER
CASE NO. ARB 71-2021, DRAWINGS NO. ARB 71-2021, DATED JUNE 21, 2021, BE
APPROVED BASED ON THE FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS IN THE
STAFF MEMO AND PRESENTED AT THE MEETING.
Mrs. Holcombe seconded the motion. Mr. Brown called the roll. Mr. Hofmann, aye; Mr. Schuster,
aye; Mrs. Hinz, aye; Mrs. Holcombe, aye; Mr. Foust, aye; and Mr. Coulter, aye. The motion was
approved.
MPC Motion:
Mrs. Holcombe moved:
THAT THE REQUEST BY SIGNCOM INC. TO AMEND THE DEVELOPMENT PLAN
FOR THE PROPERTY AT 890 HIGH ST. BY INSTALLING A WALL SIGN AS PER
CASE NO. ADP 06-2021, DRAWINGS NO. ADP 06-2021, DATED JUNE 21, 2021, BE
RECOMMENDED TO THE CITY COUNCIL FOR APPROVAL BASED ON THE
FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS IN THE STAFF MEMO AND PRESENTED
AT THE MEETING.
Mr. Hofmann seconded the motion. Mr. Brown called the roll. Mr. Foust, aye; Mr. Hofmann, aye; Mrs.
Holcombe, aye; and Mr. Coulter, aye. The motion was approved.
G. Adjournment
Mr. Hofmann moved to adjourn the meeting and Mr. Foust seconded the motion. All Board members
voted, “Aye,” and the meeting adjourned at 7:34 p.m.
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STAFF MEMORANDUM

City Council Meeting – September 7, 2021
Date:

July 30, 2021

From:

R. Lee Brown, Director of Planning and Building

To:

Subject:

Matthew H. Greeson, City Manager

Ordinance for a Final Plat for the Resubdivision of Lots with Variances – 848,
851 & 870 Griswold Street – SUB 02-2021 (Preliminary Plat) and SUB 04-2021
(Final Plat).

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
This Ordinance will amend the Final Plat and grant variances for the Resubdivision of Lot
#2, Lot #3 and Lot #4 of the Stepping Stones Learning Center Worthington Adventist
Academy and Resubdivision of Lots #18 through #28, Lots #47 through #52 and Portions of
Vacated Griswold Street and Alleys of Sunnyview.

RECOMMENDATION
On July 8, 2021 the Municipal Planning Commission reviewed and recommended approval
for the reconfiguration of lots – 848, 851 and 870 Griswold St.

The Municipal Planning Commission members felt that the proposal would not be out of
character for the neighborhood and the lot reconfigurations meet current conditions on the
site. To view the meeting, please go to the Video Archives for July 8, 2021 ARB & MPC
Meeting.
On May 27, 2021 the Municipal Planning Commission approved the Preliminary Plat to
reconfigure the lots with associated variances for setbacks and lots sizes with the condition
that the house and garage be left at its current location, and if the accessory structure is torn
down in the future that a new accessory structure (garage) would need to meet code
requirements. Video Archives for May 27, 2021 ARB & MPC Meeting.
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Staff is recommending approval of the Final Plat as it is in compliance with the approved
Preliminary Plat. Variances associated with the lot frontage, size and setbacks are not
uncommon and/or out of character and are existing conditions found on the site.
BACKGROUND/DESCRIPTION
In 2006 the Municipal Planning Commission and ultimately City Council approved a
subdivision to combine 12 lots into 3 separate parcels under common ownership of the
Worthington Seventh-Day Adventist Church. Two of the three parcels have existing singlefamily homes on the site with the remaining parcel having the Worthington Adventist
Academy and the Stepping Stones Learning Center. All three parcels have an existing
parking lot crossing property the lines.
The property owner would now like to recreate two of the parcels for the two single-family
and the third lot for the Worthington Adventist Academy for legal and insurance purposes.
Since they would like to adjust the parcels, the parcels are required to meet the
development requirements found in the Planning & Zoning Code for properties located in
the R-10 District. The property located at 870 Griswold St. is in the S-1 District (Special).
848 Griswold St.
• R-10 District
• Lot Size - 13,715 sq. ft.
• Road Frontage - 80-feet
• Variances Needed:
o Section 1149.01 – Side Yard Setback – 5.7-feet to 6.7-feet

851 Griswold St.
• R-10 District
• Lot Size - 6,753 sq. ft.
• Road Frontage - 50.7-feet
• Variances Needed:
o Section 1149.01 – Lot Area – 6,753
o Section 1149.01 – Side Yard Setback – 5.2-feet to 5.5-feet
o Section 1149.08 – Side Yard Setback – Garage – 2.3-feet and 5.5-feet
(Required 8-feet) – Removed

870 Griswold St.
• S-1 & R-10 Districts
• 2.826-acres
• Road Frontage – 180-feet – Proprietors Road
• Road Frontage – Approximately 115-feet – Griswold Street
• Variances Needed:
o Section 1149.03(a) & Section 1149.03(b) Screening & Landscaping –
Minimum Distance & Screening
o Section 1171.02(a) Special Parking Provisions – Minimum Distance &
Setbacks
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Worthington Planning & Zoning Code:
Section 1149.01 & 1149.02
District Lot
Lot Area
Front
Width
Setback
R-10
S-1

80-feet

250-feet

10,400sq. ft. 30-feet
3-acres

60-feet

Rear
Setback

Side

Sum of
Side

Height

30-feet

8-feet

20-feet

30-feet

60-feet

50-ffet

N/A

45-feet

Section 1149.08 (b) Special Yard Requirements – Accessory Structures
• No accessory buildings shall be located in any front or side yard
• Accessory buildings such as garages and storage buildings exceeding 120 square
feet in area may be located in the rear yard provided such buildings are set back at
least eight feet from the side lot lines and ten feet from the rear lot line.
• Accessory buildings of 120 square feet or less in area must be set back at least five
feet from the side and rear lot lines.
• In any “R” District the total area for accessory buildings shall be limited to 850
square feet and must be compatible in materials and appearance to the other
buildings in the area.

Section 1149.03(a) & Section 1149.03(b) – Yards for Nonresidential Uses Abutting
“R” Districts
(a) Minimum Yard Requirements. Nonresidential buildings or uses shall not be located
nor conducted closer to any lot line of a "residential district" as defined in
Section 1141.03 than the distance specified in the following schedule, except as provided in
subsection (b) hereof.
Minimum Side or Rear Yard
Abutting any
Use
"Residential District" (feet)
25
Off-street parking spaces and access drives for nonresidential
uses.
50
Churches, schools and public or semipublic buildings; offstreet loading spaces for nonresidential uses.
60
Recreational facilities, entertainment facilities, motels, all
commercial uses and billboards.
100
Outside sale or storage of building material or construction
equipment, all industrial uses, except those listed below.
500
Mineral extraction or processing.

(b) Screening and Landscaping. For nonresidential uses abutting residential districts, the
minimum yards may be reduced to fifty percent of the requirements stated in subsection
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(a) hereof if a plot plan meeting the following provisions for acceptable landscaping or
screening is filed and is approved and completed construction or planting is certified by the
Building Inspector. Off-street parking areas for more than five vehicles shall be effectively
screened on each side which adjoins or faces premises situated in any residential district or
institutional premises, by a masonry wall or solid fence. Such wall or fence shall not be less
than four feet or more than six feet in height and shall be maintained in good condition
without any advertising thereon. The space between such wall or fence and the lot line of
the adjoining premises in any residential district shall be at least ten feet wide and
landscaped with grass, hardy shrubs or evergreen ground cover and maintained in good
condition. In lieu of such wall or fence, a strip of land not less than ten feet in width and
planted and maintained with an evergreen hedge or dense planting of evergreen shrubs
not less than four feet in height, may be substituted.
1171.02(a) Special Parking Provisions
Every parcel of land hereafter used as a public, commercial or private parking lot shall be
developed and maintained in accordance with the following requirements. Plans for offstreet parking in the "C-5" District, including screening, landscaping and setbacks, shall
require approval of the Board of Appeals.

(a) Minimum Distance and Setbacks. No part of any parking area for more than five
vehicles shall be closer than twenty feet to any dwelling, school, hospital or other
institution for human care located on an adjoining lot, unless screened by an unpierced
masonry wall. In no case shall any part of a parking area be closer than five feet to any
established street or alley right of way. The wall or hedge required in Section 1149.03 (b)
shall not extend into any front yard required by this Zoning Ordinance. Off-street parking
areas for more than five vehicles shall be effectively screened on each side which adjoins or
faces premises situated in any "R" District, or institutional premises, by a masonry wall or
solid fence.
Land Use Plans:
Worthington Comprehensive PlanThe 2005 Worthington Comprehensive Plan states that one of the strengths of the
Worthington Community is its residential neighborhoods. Encouraging development in
existing neighborhoods is important in maintaining the existing housing stock throughout
Worthington.

Staff Analysis:
1. Sunnyview was platted in 1923 and originally consisted of 52 lots that were
approximately 50-feet wide by 130-feet deep. The lots had frontage on Griswold St.
(formerly Franklin St.) and Proprietors Rd.
2. There are currently 18 single-family homes on Griswold St. and three additional
vacant parcels.
3. The overall appearance would not be impacted by the reconfiguration of the lots. It
appears that the existing single-family homes are located on their own individual lots
at this time.
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4. Several variances are needed for the residential lots as it pertains to road frontage,
lot size and setbacks for the existing structures on the site.
a. These types of variances are not uncharacteristic of the area.
5. The variances needed for the setback and screening between a parking lot and a
residential use were discussed by the Commission upon approval of the Preliminary
Plat.
a. The existing single-family homes currently do not have any type of screening
or setback.
b. The application states that the properties will continue to be owned by the
Worthington Seventh-Day Adventist Church, however the lots could be sold
off once the lots are recreated.
c. If the lots are sold after they are created, each potential buyer would be aware
of that there is a parking lot next door.
6. The next step in the process is Final Plat approval along with the requested variances
that will need to be approved by City Council.
a. The Commission needs to make a recommendation to City Council concerning
the Final Plat and the associated variances.
i. These were also discussed at the Commission meeting on May 27, 2021
as part of the Preliminary Plat approval.

ATTACHMENTS
• Ordinance & Exhibit A
• Application & Materials
• May 27, 2021 Meeting Minutes
• July 8, 2021 Meeting Minutes
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ORDINANCE NO. 39-2021
Approving a Final Plat for the Resubdivision of Lot #2, Lot
#3 and Lot #4 of the Stepping Stones Learning Center
Worthington Adventist Academy and Resubdivision of Lots
#18 through #28, Lots #47 through #52 and Portions of
Vacated Griswold Street and Alleys of Sunnyview. A
Property Located at 848, 851 and 870 Griswold St.
(Worthington Seventh-Day Adventist Church)
WHEREAS, a request has been made by Harding Buller Foundation on behalf of
Worthington Seventh-Day Adventist Church for a Final Plat for the Resubdivision of Lot
#2, Lot #3 and Lot #4 of the Stepping Stones Learning Center Worthington Adventist
Academy and Resubdivision of Lots #18 through #28, Lots #47 through #52 and Portions
of Vacated Griswold Street and Alleys of Sunnyview; and,
WHEREAS, the request has received a complete and thorough review by the
Municipal Planning Commission on May 27, 2021 (Preliminary Plat) and on July 8, 2021
(Final Plat) and approval has been recommended by the Commission; and,
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Municipality of
Worthington, County of Franklin and State of Ohio:
SECTION 1. That the Final Plat for the Resubdivision of Lot #2, Lot #3 and Lot
#4 of the Stepping Stones Learning Center Worthington Adventist Academy for a property
located at 848, 851 and 870 Griswold St., as per Case No. SUB 02-2021 (Preliminary Plat)
and SUB 04-2021 (Final Plat), Drawings No. SUB 02-2021 (Preliminary Plat) and SUB
04-2021 (Final Plat), dated June 24, 2021 attached hereto as Exhibit “A” be approved.
SECTION 2. That there be and hereby granted variances from Section 1149.01
and 1149.08 to reconfigure lots that do not meet the minimum lot width, lot area and side
yard requirements for dwellings; and Section 1149.03(a) and Section 1171.02(a) for
setback and screening requirements for a parking lot adjacent to a residential district.
SECTION 3. That notice of passage of the Ordinance shall be posted in the
Municipal Administration Building, the Worthington Library, the Griswold Center, and the
Worthington Community Center and shall set forth the title and effective date of the
Ordinance and a statement that the Ordinance is on file in the office of the Clerk of Council.
This Ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period allowed
by law and by the Charter of the City of Worthington, Ohio.
Passed ________________

Attest

____________________________________
President of Council

_____________________________
Clerk of Council

Page 24 of 63

EXHIBIT "A"

Approval
Municipal Planning Commission
City of Worthington
Date 07/08/2021
Amended to include a restriction that the house and accessory
structure (garage) at 848 Griswold St. be left in its current
location, and if the accessory structure is torn down in the
future that a new accessory structure would need to meet
code requirements.

______________________
Clerk

CITY OF WORTHINGTON
DRAWING NO. SUB 02-2021
DATE 06/24/2021

SUB 02-2021 (PP) & SUB 04-2021 (FP)
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SUB 02-2021
5-13-2021
Approved
5-27-2021

Amended to include a restriction that the
house and accessory structure (garage) at
848 Griswold St. be left in its current location,
and if the accessory structure is torn down in
the future that a new accessory structure
would need to meet code requirements.

Approval
Municipal Planning Commission
City of Worthington
Date 07/08/2021
______________________
Page 26 of 63
Clerk

Supporting Statement
848 and 851 Griswold St – Lot Split
Harding Buller Foundation
Two Miranova Suite 900
Columbus OH 43215

The organizations are consolidating their real estate investment holdings under the Harding Buller
Foundation. In doing so, there is now a need to create individual parcels for the two single family homes
for legal and insurance purposes. The existing lot lines overlay the neighboring parking lot to the north,
and the requested lot line changes would make it so portions of the existing parking lot are no longer
included in the two single-family homes lots. Thus, the owner/applicants are requesting variances to
setback requirements in Sections 1149.02, 1149.03 (a), and 1149.03 (b) of the Planning and Zoning Code
to allow for the adjusted property lines. With these variances we do not anticipate any change to the
use or the operations of the related properties, and the requested variances should not negatively
impact abutting property owners.
The applicant is requesting a variance to Section 1149.03(a) for 851 Griswold to allow for the setback of
the abutting parking lot to be changed from 25’ to 5’. They are also requesting a variance to Section
1149.02 to allow for the side yard setback to the accessory building to be changed from 8’ to 5.7’.
The variances being requested for 848 Griswold are to Section 1149.02 to allow for the lot size minimum
to change from 10,400 sq. ft. to 6753 sq. ft. and to allow the side yard minimum to change from 8’ with
a total of 20’ to a minimum of 5.2’ with a total of 15.9’. They are also requesting a variance to Section
1149.03(a) Parking setback to be changed from 25’ to 5’, and to Section 1149.03 (b) Accessory setback
side yard to change from 8’ to 2.3’.
These variances are being requested to simplify the legal and insurance commitments for all parcels
involved. As stated above, we do not anticipate any change to the use or the operations of the
properties, and these variances will not negatively impact abutting property owners. We greatly
appreciate your time and consideration.

Amended to include a restriction that the
house and accessory structure (garage) at
848 Griswold St. be left in its current
location, and if the accessory structure is
torn down in the future that a new accessory
structure would need to meet code
requirements.
Approval
Municipal Planning Commission
City of Worthington
Date 07/08/2021
______________________
Clerk

CITY OF WORTHINGTON
DRAWING NO. SUB 02-2021
DATE 06/24/2021

Approved
Municipal Planning Commission
City of Worthington
Date 05/27/2021
______________________
Clerk

CITY OF WORTHINGTON
DRAWING NO. SUB 02-2021
DATE 05/13/2021
Page 27 of 63

848,851,870 Griswold St.
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Approval
Municipal Planning Commission
City of Worthington
Date 07/08/2021
Amended to include a restriction that the house and accessory
structure (garage) at 848 Griswold St. be left in its current
location, and if the accessory structure is torn down in the
future that a new accessory structure would need to meet
code requirements.

______________________
Clerk

CITY OF WORTHINGTON
DRAWING NO. SUB 02-2021
DATE 06/24/2021
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PORTION OF MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
WORTHINGTON ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD
WORTHINGTON MUNICIPAL PLANNING COMMISSION
May 27, 2021
The regular meeting of the Worthington Architectural Review Board and the Worthington
Municipal Planning Commission was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with the following members
present: Mikel Coulter, Chair; Thomas Reis, Vice-Chair; Kathy Holcombe, Secretary; Edwin
Hofmann; David Foust; Richard Schuster; and Susan Hinz. Also present were: Council
Representative Scott Myers; Lee Brown, Director of Planning & Building; and Lynda Bitar,
Development Coordinator. Worthington City.
A. Call to Order – 7:00 p.m.
1.

Roll Call

2.

Pledge of Allegiance

3.

Approval of the minutes of the May 13, 2021 meeting.
Mr. Schuster moved to approve the minutes and Mr. Reis seconded the motion. All Board
members voted, “Aye,” and the minutes were approved.

B. Municipal Planning Commission – Regular Agenda – New
Mr. Brown reviewed the following from the staff memo:
1. Subdivision
a. Preliminary Plat – Reconfiguration of Lots – 848, 851 and 870 Griswold St. (Harding
Buller Foundation/Worthington Seventh-Day Adventist Church) SUB 02-2021
Findings of fact & Conclusions
Background & Request:
In 2006 the Municipal Planning Commission and ultimately City Council approved a subdivision
to combine 12 lots into 3 separate parcels under common ownership of the Worthington SeventhDay Adventist Church. Two of the three parcels have existing single-family homes on the site
with the remaining parcel having the Worthington Adventist Academy and the Stepping Stones
Learning Center. All three parcels have an existing parking lot crossing property the lines.
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The property owner would now like to recreate two of the parcels for the two single-family homes
for legal and insurance purposes. Since they would like to adjust the parcels, the parcels are
required to meet the development requirements found in the Planning & Zoning Code for
properties located in the R-10 District. The property located at 870 Griswold St. is in the S-1
District (Special).
The applicant has requested Preliminary Plat approval. If approved, the applicant will need to
come back to the Municipal Planning Commission for Final Plat approval where the Commission
will make a recommendation to be forwarded to City Council for final approval. City Council will
need to approve the variances associated with this application.
848 Griswold St.
• R-10 District
• Lot Size - 13,715 sq. ft.
• Road Frontage - 80-feet
• Variances Needed:
o Section 1149.01 – Side Yard Setback – 5.7-feet to 6.7-feet
851 Griswold St.
• R-10 District
• Lot Size - 6,753 sq. ft.
• Road Frontage - 50.7-feet
• Variances Needed:
o Section 1149.01 – Lot Area – 6,753
o Section 1149.01 – Side Yard Setback – 5.2-feet to 5.5-feet
o Section 1149.08 – Side Yard Setback – Garage – 2.3-feet and 5.5-feet (Required
8-feet)
870 Griswold St.
• S-1 & R-10 Districts
• 2.826-acres
• Road Frontage – 180-feet – Proprietors Road
• Road Frontage – Approximately 115-feet – Griswold Street
• Variances Needed:
o Section 1149.03(a) & Section 1149.03(b) Screening & Landscaping – Minimum
Distance & Screening
o Section 1171.02(a) Special Parking Provisions – Minimum Distance & Setbacks
Worthington Planning & Zoning Code:
Section 1149.01 & 1149.02
District

Lot
Width

Lot Area
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Setback

Rear
Setback

Side

Sum of Height
Side
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R-10

80-feet

10,400sq. ft.

30-feet

30-feet

8-feet

20-feet

30-feet

S-1

250-feet

3-acres

60-feet

60-feet

50-ffet

N/A

45-feet

Section 1149.08 (b) Special Yard Requirements – Accessory Structures
• No accessory buildings shall be located in any front or side yard
• Accessory buildings such as garages and storage buildings exceeding 120 square feet in
area may be located in the rear yard provided such buildings are set back at least eight
feet from the side lot lines and ten feet from the rear lot line.
• Accessory buildings of 120 square feet or less in area must be set back at least five feet
from the side and rear lot lines.
• In any “R” District the total area for accessory buildings shall be limited to 850 square
feet and must be compatible in materials and appearance to the other buildings in the
area.
Section 1149.03(a) & Section 1149.03(b) – Yards for Nonresidential Uses Abutting “R”
Districts
(a) Minimum Yard Requirements. Nonresidential buildings or uses shall not be located nor
conducted closer to any lot line of a "residential district" as defined in Section 1141.03 than
the distance specified in the following schedule, except as provided in subsection (b) hereof.
Minimum Side or Rear
Yard
Abutting
any
"Residential District"
(feet)
Use
25
Off-street parking spaces and access drives for nonresidential uses.
50
Churches, schools and public or semipublic buildings; off-street loading spaces for
nonresidential uses.
60
Recreational facilities, entertainment facilities, motels, all commercial uses and
billboards.
100
Outside sale or storage of building material or construction equipment, all industrial
uses, except those listed below.
500
Mineral extraction or processing.
(b) Screening and Landscaping. For nonresidential uses abutting residential districts, the
minimum yards may be reduced to fifty percent of the requirements stated in subsection (a) hereof
if a plot plan meeting the following provisions for acceptable landscaping or screening is filed and
is approved and completed construction or planting is certified by the Building Inspector. Offstreet parking areas for more than five vehicles shall be effectively screened on each side which
adjoins or faces premises situated in any residential district or institutional premises, by a masonry
wall or solid fence. Such wall or fence shall not be less than four feet or more than six feet in
height and shall be maintained in good condition without any advertising thereon. The space
between such wall or fence and the lot line of the adjoining premises in any residential district
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shall be at least ten feet wide and landscaped with grass, hardy shrubs or evergreen ground cover
and maintained in good condition. In lieu of such wall or fence, a strip of land not less than ten
feet in width and planted and maintained with an evergreen hedge or dense planting of evergreen
shrubs not less than four feet in height, may be substituted.
1171.02(a) Special Parking Provisions
Every parcel of land hereafter used as a public, commercial or private parking lot shall be
developed and maintained in accordance with the following requirements. Plans for off-street
parking in the "C-5" District, including screening, landscaping and setbacks, shall require approval
of the Board of Appeals.
(a) Minimum Distance and Setbacks. No part of any parking area for more than five vehicles
shall be closer than twenty feet to any dwelling, school, hospital or other institution for human care
located on an adjoining lot, unless screened by an unpierced masonry wall. In no case shall any
part of a parking area be closer than five feet to any established street or alley right of way. The
wall or hedge required in Section 1149.03 (b) shall not extend into any front yard required by this
Zoning Ordinance. Off-street parking areas for more than five vehicles shall be effectively
screened on each side which adjoins or faces premises situated in any "R" District, or institutional
premises, by a masonry wall or solid fence.
Land Use Plans:
The 2005 Worthington Comprehensive Plan states that one of the strengths of the Worthington
Community is its residential neighborhoods. Encouraging development in existing neighborhoods
is important in maintaining the existing housing stock throughout Worthington.
Staff Analysis:
1. Sunnyview was platted in 1923 and originally consisted of 52 lots that were
approximately 50-feet wide by 130-feet deep. The lots had frontage on Griswold St.
(formerly Franklin St.) and Proprietors Rd.
2. There are currently 18 single-family homes on Griswold St. and three additional vacant
parcels.
3. The overall appearance would not be impacted by the reconfiguration of the lots. It
appears that the existing single-family homes are located on their own individual lots at
this time.
4. Several variances are needed for the residential lots as it pertains to road frontage, lot size
and setbacks for the existing structures on the site.
a. These types of variances are not uncharacteristic of the area.
5. The variances needed for the setback and screening between a parking lot and a
residential use should be discussed.
a. The existing single-family homes currently do not have any type of screening or
setback.
b. The application states that the properties will continue to be owned by the
Worthington Seventh-Day Adventist Church, however the lots could be sold off
once the lots are recreated.
c. If the lots are sold after they are created, each potential buyer would be aware of
that there is a parking lot next door.
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6. The next step in the process is Final Plat approval, Final Plat approval along with the
requested variances will need to be approved by City Council.
a. The Commission will then be asked to make a recommendation to City Council
concerning the Final Plat and the associated variances.
Recommendation:
Staff recommended approval of the Preliminary Plat if the Commission felt comfortable with the
variances associated with this request. The variances associated with the lot frontage, size and
setbacks are not uncommon and/or out of character and are existing conditions found on the site.
Discussion:
Mr. Brown swore in the applicant, Mr. Dan Thorward, President of Harding Buller Foundation,
510 E. Stanton, Columbus, Ohio. Mr. Thorward said the church and the Foundation together
owned the whole block of Griswold Street and where the church is located. He said they just
wanted to clean up the lot lines so the lot lines do not run through the middle of the church’s
parking lot. Mr. Thorward said the Foundation had no intentions of selling those properties because
of their location being so close to the school and the church and they want to maintain the street
the way it is. Mr. Foust said that Mr. Brown indicated the variances go with the property not with
the existing development and that means that if twenty-five years down the road somebody wants
to develop a different house or do something on those properties they can build within the setbacks
that were being established this evening, if that is correct. Mr. Brown said typically, yes, but one
of the things they can always tie this to the existing garage, that if the garage was torn down it
would have to meet current code requirement or go back to the Board for approval in the future,
which would be the Board of Zoning Appeals. Mr. Coulter said he would be more comfortable
with that. Mr. Coulter asked if there were any speakers.
Mr. Lloyd DePew, 5400 River Forest Rd., Dublin, Ohio, said he submitted his comments in writing
to the Board members. Mr. DePew said he did not object to the purpose and intent of the applicant
in what they are trying to do, recreate the property lines for those two properties. He said it supports
the original Griswold Street profile, so he applauded that. Mr. DePew said he supported the idea
of limiting the south side variance to the existing garage and then going back to whatever the
requirements are if the garage was torn down, otherwise he supported what they were doing. There
were no other callers, or emails.
Mr. Coulter said “if the church wanted to sell off either one of those two homes or both of them at
some point in the future, you as a potential buyer would need to understand what you are getting.”
If there is something they wanted to do they need to know there is a process to go through. Mrs.
Holcombe said she agreed, if someone sees this property is next to a parking lot then they know
that when they are buying the property. It would be up to them to manage the plantings and go
forward. She said she was fine with leaving it the way it is.
Motion:
Mr. Foust moved:
THAT THE REQUEST BY HARDING BULLER FOUNDATION ON BEHALF OF
WORTHINGTON SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH FOR PRELIMINARY PLAT
APPROVAL FOR THE RESUBDIVISION OF LOT #2, LOT #3 AND LOT #4 OF
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STEPPING STONES LEARNING CENTER ALSO KNOWN AS 848, 851 AND 870
GRISWOLD ST., AS PER CASE NO. SUB 02-2021, DRAWINGS NO. SUB 02-2021,
DATED MAY 13, 2021, BE APPROVED BASED ON THE PLANNING GOALS OF THE
CITY, AS REFERENCED IN THE LAND USE PLANS AND FINDINGS OF FACT AND
CONCLUSIONS IN THE STAFF MEMO AND PRESENTED AT THE MEETING AND
AMENDED TO INCLUDE A RESTRICTION THAT THE HOUSE AND THE GARAGE
BE LEFT AT ITS CURRENT LOCATION, AND IF THE ACCESSORY STRUCTURE IS
TORN DOWN IN THE FUTURE THAT A NEW ACCESSORY SRUCTURE (GARAGE)
WOULD NEED TO MEET CODE REQUIREMENTS.
Mrs. Holcombe seconded the motion. Mr. Brown called the roll. Mr. Hofmann, aye; Mr. Reis, aye;
Mrs. Holcombe, aye; Mr. Foust, aye; and Mr. Coulter, aye. The motion was approved.
G. Adjournment
Mr. Reis moved to adjourn the meeting, and Mr. Hofmann seconded the motion. All Board
members voted, “Aye,” and the meeting adjourned at 8:08 p.m.
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PORTION OF MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
WORTHINGTON ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD
WORTHINGTON MUNICIPAL PLANNING COMMISSION
July 8, 2021
The regular meeting of the Worthington Architectural Review Board and the Worthington
Municipal Planning Commission was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with the following members
present: Mikel Coulter, Chair; Kathy Holcombe, Secretary; Edwin Hofmann; David Foust;
Richard Schuster; and Susan Hinz. Also present were: Lee Brown, Director of Planning &
Building; and Kenny Ganter, Planning & Building Assistant. Worthington City Council
Representative Scott Myers and Commission member Thomas Reis, Vice Chair, were absent.
A. Call to Order – 7:00 p.m.
1.

Roll Call

2.

Pledge of Allegiance

3.

Approval of the minutes of the June 24, 2021 meeting.
Mr. Hofmann moved to approve the minutes and Mr. Foust seconded the motion. All Board
members voted, “Aye,” and the minutes were approved.

B. Municipal Planning Commission – Regular Agenda
1. Subdivision
a. Final Plat – Reconfiguration of Lots – 848, 851 & 870 Griswold St. (Harding Buller
Foundation/Worthington Seventh-Day Adventist Church) SUB 02-2021
Mr. Brown reviewed the following from the staff memo:
Findings of fact & Conclusions
Background & Request:
In 2006 the Municipal Planning Commission and ultimately City Council approved a subdivision
to combine 12 lots into 3 separate parcels under common ownership of the Worthington SeventhDay Adventist Church. Two of the three parcels have existing single-family homes on the site
with the remaining parcel having the Worthington Adventist Academy and the Stepping Stones
Learning Center. All three parcels have an existing parking lot crossing property the lines.
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The property owner would now like to recreate two of the parcels for the two single-family and
the third lot for the Worthington Adventist Academy for legal and insurance purposes. Since they
would like to adjust the parcels, the parcels are required to meet the development requirements
found in the Planning & Zoning Code for properties located in the R-10 District. The property
located at 870 Griswold St. is in the S-1 District (Special).
On May 27, 2021 the Municipal Planning Commission approved the Preliminary Plat to
reconfigure the lots with associated variances for setbacks and lots sizes with the condition that
the house and garage be left at its current location, and if the accessory structure is torn down in
the future that a new accessory structure (garage) would need to meet code requirements.
The applicant has requested Final Plat approval. The Municipal Planning Commission will need
to make a recommendation to be forwarded to City Council for final approval. City Council will
need to approve the variances associated with this application.
848 Griswold St.
• R-10 District
• Lot Size - 13,715 sq. ft.
• Road Frontage - 80-feet
• Variances Needed:
o Section 1149.01 – Side Yard Setback – 5.7-feet to 6.7-feet
851 Griswold St.
• R-10 District
• Lot Size - 6,753 sq. ft.
• Road Frontage - 50.7-feet
• Variances Needed:
o Section 1149.01 – Lot Area – 6,753
o Section 1149.01 – Side Yard Setback – 5.2-feet to 5.5-feet
o Section 1149.08 – Side Yard Setback – Garage – 2.3-feet and 5.5-feet (Required 8-feet)
– Removed
870 Griswold St.
• S-1 & R-10 Districts
• 2.826-acres
• Road Frontage – 180-feet – Proprietors Road
• Road Frontage – Approximately 115-feet – Griswold Street
• Variances Needed:
o Section 1149.03(a) & Section 1149.03(b) Screening & Landscaping – Minimum
Distance & Screening
o Section 1171.02(a) Special Parking Provisions – Minimum Distance & Setbacks
Worthington Planning & Zoning Code:
Section 1149.01 & 1149.02
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District

Lot
Width

Lot Area

Front
Setback

Rear
Setback

Side

Sum of Height
Side

R-10

80-feet

10,400sq. ft.

30-feet

30-feet

8-feet

20-feet

30-feet

S-1

250-feet

3-acres

60-feet

60-feet

50-ffet

N/A

45-feet

Section 1149.08 (b) Special Yard Requirements – Accessory Structures
• No accessory buildings shall be located in any front or side yard
• Accessory buildings such as garages and storage buildings exceeding 120 square feet in
area may be located in the rear yard provided such buildings are set back at least eight
feet from the side lot lines and ten feet from the rear lot line.
• Accessory buildings of 120 square feet or less in area must be set back at least five feet
from the side and rear lot lines.
• In any “R” District the total area for accessory buildings shall be limited to 850 square
feet and must be compatible in materials and appearance to the other buildings in the
area.
Section 1149.03(a) & Section 1149.03(b) – Yards for Nonresidential Uses Abutting “R”
Districts
(a) Minimum Yard Requirements. Nonresidential buildings or uses shall not be located nor
conducted closer to any lot line of a "residential district" as defined in Section 1141.03 than the
distance specified in the following schedule, except as provided in subsection (b) hereof.
Minimum Side or Rear Yard
Abutting
any Use
"Residential District" (feet)
25
Off-street parking spaces and access drives for nonresidential uses.
50
Churches, schools and public or semipublic buildings; off-street
loading spaces for nonresidential uses.
60
Recreational facilities, entertainment facilities, motels, all
commercial uses and billboards.
100
Outside sale or storage of building material or construction
equipment, all industrial uses, except those listed below.
500
Mineral extraction or processing.
(b) Screening and Landscaping. For nonresidential uses abutting residential districts, the
minimum yards may be reduced to fifty percent of the requirements stated in subsection (a) hereof
if a plot plan meeting the following provisions for acceptable landscaping or screening is filed and
is approved and completed construction or planting is certified by the Building Inspector. Offstreet parking areas for more than five vehicles shall be effectively screened on each side which
adjoins or faces premises situated in any residential district or institutional premises, by a masonry
wall or solid fence. Such wall or fence shall not be less than four feet or more than six feet in
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height and shall be maintained in good condition without any advertising thereon. The space
between such wall or fence and the lot line of the adjoining premises in any residential district
shall be at least ten feet wide and landscaped with grass, hardy shrubs or evergreen ground cover
and maintained in good condition. In lieu of such wall or fence, a strip of land not less than ten
feet in width and planted and maintained with an evergreen hedge or dense planting of evergreen
shrubs not less than four feet in height, may be substituted.
1171.02(a) Special Parking Provisions
Every parcel of land hereafter used as a public, commercial or private parking lot shall be
developed and maintained in accordance with the following requirements. Plans for off-street
parking in the "C-5" District, including screening, landscaping and setbacks, shall require approval
of the Board of Appeals.
(a) Minimum Distance and Setbacks. No part of any parking area for more than five vehicles
shall be closer than twenty feet to any dwelling, school, hospital or other institution for human care
located on an adjoining lot, unless screened by an unpierced masonry wall. In no case shall any
part of a parking area be closer than five feet to any established street or alley right of way. The
wall or hedge required in Section 1149.03 (b) shall not extend into any front yard required by this
Zoning Ordinance. Off-street parking areas for more than five vehicles shall be effectively
screened on each side which adjoins or faces premises situated in any "R" District, or institutional
premises, by a masonry wall or solid fence.
Land Use Plans:
The 2005 Worthington Comprehensive Plan states that one of the strengths of the Worthington
Community is its residential neighborhoods. Encouraging development in existing neighborhoods
is important in maintaining the existing housing stock throughout Worthington.
Staff Analysis:
1. Sunnyview was platted in 1923 and originally consisted of 52 lots that were approximately
50-feet wide by 130-feet deep. The lots had frontage on Griswold St. (formerly Franklin
St.) and Proprietors Rd.
2. There are currently 18 single-family homes on Griswold St. and three additional vacant
parcels.
3. The overall appearance would not be impacted by the reconfiguration of the lots. It appears
that the existing single-family homes are located on their own individual lots at this time.
4. Several variances are needed for the residential lots as it pertains to road frontage, lot size
and setbacks for the existing structures on the site.
a. These types of variances are not uncharacteristic of the area.
5. The variances needed for the setback and screening between a parking lot and a residential
use were discussed by the Commission upon approval of the Preliminary Plat.
a. The existing single-family homes currently do not have any type of screening or
setback.
b. The application states that the properties will continue to be owned by the
Worthington Seventh-Day Adventist Church, however the lots could be sold off
once the lots are recreated.
c. If the lots are sold after they are created, each potential buyer would be aware of
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that there is a parking lot next door.
6. The next step in the process is Final Plat approval along with the requested variances that
will need to be approved by City Council.
a. The Commission needs to make a recommendation to City Council concerning the
Final Plat and the associated variances.
i. These were also discussed at the Commission meeting on May 27, 2021 as
part of the Preliminary Plat approval.
Recommendation:
Staff recommended approval of the Final Plat as it is in compliance with the approved Preliminary
Plat. Variances associated with the lot frontage, size and setbacks are not uncommon and/or out of
character and are existing conditions found on the site.
Discussion:
Mr. Brown swore in the applicant, Mr. Dan Thorward, 510 E. Stanton Ave., Columbus, Ohio.
Board members did not have any questions or concerns. Mr. Coulter asked if there were any emails
or calls regarding this application and Mr. Ganter said no. Mr. Brown reiterated that the previous
Municipal Planning Commission discussion and conditions are incorporated into the memo and
would be required as part of the next steps with City Council reviewing the Final Plat.
Motion:
Mr. Hofmann moved:
THAT THE REQUEST BY HARDING BULLER FOUNDATION ON BEHALF OF
WORTHINGTON SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH FOR FINAL PLAT
APPROVAL FOR THE RESUBDIVISION OF LOT #2, LOT #3 AND LOT #4 OF
STEPPING STONES LEARNING CENTER ALSO KNOWN AS 848, 851 AND 870
GRISWOLD ST., AS PER CASE NO. SUB 02-2021, DRAWINGS NO. SUB 02-2021,
DATED JUNE 24, 2021, BE APPROVED BASED ON THE PLANNING GOALS OF THE
CITY, AS REFERENCED IN THE LAND USE PLANS AND FINDINGS OF FACT AND
CONCLUSIONS IN THE STAFF MEMO AND PRESENTED AT THE MEETING AND
AMENDED TO INCLUDE A RESTRICTION THAT THE HOUSE AND THE
ACCESSORY STRUCTURE (GARAGE) AT 848 GRISWOLD ST. BE LEFT IN ITS
CURRENT LOCATION, AND IF THE ACCESSORY STRUCTURE IS TORN DOWN IN
THE FUTURE THAT A NEW ACCESSORY SRUCTURE WOULD NEED TO MEET
CODE REQUIREMENTS.
Mr. Foust seconded the motion. Mr. Brown called the roll. Mrs. Holcombe, aye; Mr. Foust, aye; Mr.
Hofmann, aye; and Mr. Coulter, aye. The motion was approved.
F. Other
No other business to discuss. Mr. Brown reminded the Board members there would be no meetings for
the month of August.
G. Adjournment
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Mr. Hofmann moved to adjourn the meeting and Mr. Foust seconded the motion. All Board members
voted, “Aye,” and the meeting adjourned at 7:34 p.m.
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STAFF MEMORANDUM
City Council Meeting – September 7, 2021
Date:

August 30, 2021

From:

Scott F. Bartter, Finance Director

To:

Subject:

Matthew H. Greeson, City Manager
Ordinance No. 40-2021, Accepting Amounts and Rates

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
This Ordinance accepts the tax rates and amounts as determined by the Franklin
County Budget Commission. The property tax rate remains unchanged at 5 mills for
collection year 2022.
RECOMMENDATION
Introduce for Public Hearing on September 20th, 2021.

BACKGROUND/DESCRIPTION
This Ordinance is an annual housekeeping item required by each taxing authority
within the State of Ohio for the purpose of Accepting the Amounts and Rates as
Determined by the Budget Commission. Passage of this legislation is required by
Ohio Revised Code (ORC) Section 5705.34, this legislation must be adopted and
submitted annually to the Franklin County Budget Commission by October 1. This
Ordinance is introduced blank pending receipt of final numbers from the Franklin
County Budget Commission.
The property tax rate for the City of Worthington remains unchanged for 2021
(collection year 2022) in the amount of 5.0 mills.
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS/FUNDING SOURCES
Projected revenue: $3,739,223
ATTACHMENTS
Ordinance No 40-2021
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ORDINANCE NO. 40-2021
Accepting the Amounts and Rates as Determined by the
Budget Commission and Authorizing the Necessary Tax
Levies and Certifying Them to the County Auditor.
WHEREAS, this Council in accordance with the provisions of law has previously
adopted a Tax Budget for the next succeeding fiscal year beginning January 1, 2022; and,
WHEREAS, the Budget Commission of Franklin County, Ohio has certified its
action to this Council together with an estimate by the County Auditor of the rate of each
tax necessary to be levied by this Council, and what part thereof is without, and what part
within the ten mill tax limitation;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Municipality of
Worthington, Franklin County, State of Ohio:
SECTION 1. That the amounts and rates as determined by the Budget
Commission in its certification, be and the same are hereby accepted; and be it further
ordained that there be and is hereby levied on the tax duplicate of said City the rate of each
tax necessary to be levied within and without the ten mill limitation for tax year 2021
(collection year 2022) as follows:
SCHEDULE A
Summary of amounts required from General Property Tax approved by the
Budget Commission and County Auditor’s estimated tax rates.
Amount to be
Derived from
Levies Outside
10 Mill
Limitation
Column II

Amount Approved
by Budget Commission
Inside
10 Mill
Limitation

Column IV

County Auditor’s
Estimate of Full Tax
Rate to be Levied
Inside Outside
Limitation
Column V Column VI

General Fund
General Fund Charter
Bond Retirement
Police Pension
TOTAL

_________________________________________________________
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ORDINANCE NO. 40-2021
SECTION 2. That the Clerk of Council be and hereby is directed to certify a copy
of this ordinance to the County Auditor of Franklin County.
SECTION 3. That pursuant to Section 2.19 of the City Charter this Ordinance
authorizing annual tax levies is effective immediately upon its passage and publication.
That notice of passage of this Ordinance shall be posted in the Municipal Administration
Building, the Worthington Library, the Griswold Center and the Worthington Community
Center and shall set forth the title and effective date of the Ordinance and a statement that
the Ordinance is on file in the office of the Clerk of Council.
Passed _______________
____________________________________
President of Council
Attest:
_______________________________
Clerk of Council
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STAFF MEMORANDUM

City Council Meeting – September 7th, 2021
Date:

August 30, 2021

From:

Scott F. Bartter, Finance Director

To:

Subject:

Matthew H. Greeson, City Manager
Additional Appropriation – Downtown TIF Fund & Bond Retirement Fund

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
This legislation appropriates additional funds in both the Downtown TIF Fund and the
Bond Retirement Fund. The appropriation in the Downtown TIF Fund provides funding to
compensate the school for property tax revenue directed into the TIF fund that needs to be
sent to the school district. The appropriation in the General Bond Retirement Fund
provides the funds necessary to pay the 2021 interest on the most recent bond issue.
RECOMMENDATION
Introduce for Public Hearing on September 20th, 2021

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
Increases appropriations in the Downtown TIF Fund by $320,000 and in the General Bond
Retirement Fund by $80,000.

BACKGROUND/DESCRIPTION
The Downtown TIF Fund was established upon the passage of Ordinance 33-2014 which
authorized a 100 percent 30 year incentive district on the value of improvements made
within the district. The TIF district contains approximately 135 parcels from South Street
to North Street. As part of the TIF agreement the schools are made whole. The property
taxes flow through this TIF fund and Finance staff calculate the amount owed to the school
district and offset that amount against costs incurred by the City for providing crossing
guards.

In August 2021, the City closed on the issuance of $9,985,000 in Various Purpose Bonds. As
part of the structure of the debt issuance, the first interest payment will be due in
December. The additional amount appropriated would provide funds to make that first
payment.
Page 45 of 63

ORDINANCE NO. 41-2021
Amending Ordinance No. 44-2020 (As Amended) to Adjust
the Annual Budget by Providing for an Appropriation from
the Downtown Worthington Municipal Public Improvement
TIF Fund and General Bond Retirement Fund
Unappropriated Balance.
WHEREAS, the Charter of the City of Worthington, Ohio, provides that City
Council may at any time amend or revise the Budget by Ordinance, providing that such
amendment does not authorize the expenditure of more revenue than will be available;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Municipality of
Worthington, County of Franklin, State of Ohio:
SECTION 1. That there be and hereby is appropriated from the Downtown
Worthington Municipal Public Improvement TIF Fund and General Bond Retirement Fund
Unappropriated Balances:
Account No.

Description

Amount

Downtown TIF #935
935.9020.560980
935.9020.560982

TIF Fund Reimbursement
School Compensation

Total Downtown TIF

$ 53,000.00
$ 267,000.00
$ 320,000.00

General Bond Retirement Fund #409
409.9010.571902

Interest & Fiscal Charges

Total General Bond Retirement Fund

$ 80,000.00
$ 80,000.00

SECTION 2. That notice of passage of this Ordinance shall be posted in the
Municipal Administration Building, the Worthington Library, the Griswold Center and the
Worthington Community Center and shall set forth the title and effective date of the
Ordinance and a statement that the Ordinance is on file in the office of the Clerk of Council.
This Ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period allowed
by law and by the Charter of the City of Worthington, Ohio.
Passed _______________

Attest:
____________________________
Clerk of Council

____________________________________
President of Council
Introduced
P.H
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STAFF MEMORANDUM
City Council Meeting – September 7th, 2021
Date:

August 31, 2021

From:

Scott F. Bartter, Finance Director

To:

Subject:

Matthew H. Greeson, City Manager
New Fund – Sharon Township JEDD Fund, Fund 230

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The City of Worthington needs to create a new special revenue fund for the purpose
of receiving and expending monies from the income tax levied within the Sharon
Township Joint Economic Development District.
RECOMMENDATION
Introduce for Public Hearing on September 20, 2021.

BACKGROUND
The City of Worthington and Sharon Township have entered into a Joint Economic
Development District Contract forming the Sharon Township JEDD. Pursuant to the
JEDD Contract, the City is required to enter into a JEDD Income Tax Agreement for
the provision of administration, collection and distribution of the JEDD Income Tax.
The Sharon Township JEDD Fund is being created to account for those transactions.
ATTACHMENTS
Ordinance No. 42-2021
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ORDINANCE NO. 42-2021
Authorizing and Directing the Establishment of a Fund for
the Purpose of Receiving Revenue Derived From the
Sharon Township Joint Economic Development District
WHEREAS, With the adoption of Resolution No. 35-2020 the City of
Worthington authorized the City Manager to enter into a Joint Economic Development
District (JEDD) Contract with Sharon Township; and,
WHEREAS, the City of Worthington has additionally entered into an Income Tax
Agreement with the Board of Directors (the “Board”) of the Sharon Township JEDD;
and,
WHEREAS, Under the terms of the contract between Sharon Township and the
City of Worthington, the distribution of JEDD Income Tax is as follows 1) a 2%
maintenance fee to the JEDD 2) 3% for fees to administer and collect the District Income
Tax 3) of the remaining balance 20% to the City of Worthington’s General Fund and
80% to Sharon Township; and,
WHEREAS, as allowed by ORC 5705.12, in the interest of keeping the revenue
derived from the JEDD Income Tax that is restricted to payment as described within the
contract separate from the General Fund of the City, a new special revenue fund shall be
created to account for the JEDD revenue and expenses.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of
Worthington, County of Franklin, State of Ohio:
SECTION 1. City Council hereby authorizes the creation of the Sharon
Township JEDD Fund, Fund #230 (“the Fund”).
SECTION 2. Monies credited to this Fund shall be used only for the purposes
authorized by the Joint Economic Development District Contract.
SECTION 3. That notice of passage of this Ordinance shall be by publication of
a notice, one time, in a newspaper of general circulation in the City setting forth the title
and effective date of the Ordinance and a statement that the Ordinance is on file in the
office of the Clerk of Council, and that this Ordinance shall take effect and be in force
from and after the earliest period allowed by law and by the Charter of the City of
Worthington, Ohio.
Passed ___________________

____________________________________
President of Council

Attest
__________________________________
Clerk of Council
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STAFF MEMORANDUM
City Council Meeting – September 7, 2021
Date:

August 31, 2021

From:

Tom Lindsey, Law Director

To:

Subject:

Matthew H. Greeson, City Manager
Ordinance No 43-2021 - Authorizing virtual meetings

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
This ordinance amends the Codified Ordinances to authorize City Council and the
various boards and commissions to hold and attend meetings and hearings virtually.
RECOMMENDATION

Introduce and adopt as emergency legislation on September 7, 2021.
BACKGROUND/DESCRIPTION

In March of 2020 the General Assembly passed HB 197 which included a number of
provisions related to the coronavirus pandemic. Section 29 of HB 197 provided a
temporary exception to the open meetings law to permit virtual public meetings.
The temporary exception was extended by HB 404 from December 1, 2020 until July
1, 2021. The General Assembly allowed the exception to expire when it removed
language from the budget bill that would have extended it until December 1, 2021.

During the past year City Council and the various boards and commissions
conducted numerous virtual public meetings pursuant to the now expired
temporary exception. The experience gained over the past year has shown that both
the public and required attendees benefit from the ability to attend public meetings
virtually using modern communications technology.
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The City has home rule authority under the Ohio Constitution to pass an ordinance
permanently authorizing virtual meetings for City Council and the various boards
and commissions. Cleveland and Cincinnati have already passed ordinances
authorizing virtual meetings.

The proposed ordinance adopts a new Section 109.12 of the Codified Ordinances
that is based on the language adopted by the General Assembly in Section 29 of HB
197. This is similar to the language used by Cincinnati in its ordinance. It requires
that the City provide the public access to the meeting commensurate with the
manner in which the meeting is being held. For instance, if the members of the
municipal body are attending via video conferencing, then the public is entitled to
observe and hear the discussions of the members via video conferencing.

The proposed ordinance also amends Section 109.02 of the Codified Ordinances to
modify the definition of “municipal body” and to add definitions for “hearing” and
“virtually”. The current definition of “municipal body” listed specific boards and
commissions which creates the possibility that some boards and commissions might
be excluded. The proposed change would replace the list with language based on
the definition of “public body” found in ORC 121.22.
Staff has drafted the ordinance as emergency legislation due to the uncertainty of
the pandemic. This would allow virtual meetings to be held immediately if
conditions quickly worsened without needing to wait an additional five weeks for
the second reading and twenty-one day waiting period.

ATTACHMENT(S)

Ordinance No 43-2021
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ORDINANCE NO. 43-2021
Amending Section 109.02 “Definitions” and Enacting New
Section 109.12 “Virtual Public Meetings” of the Codified
Ordinances of the City of Worthington to Permit Members
of Council and Other Municipal Bodies to Hold and Attend
Meetings Virtually and Declaring An Emergency.
WHEREAS, during the past year City Council and its various boards and
commissions conducted virtual public meetings pursuant to temporary legislation passed
by the General Assembly that has now expired; and,
WHEREAS, the experience gained over the past year has shown that both the
public and required attendees benefit from the ability to attend public meetings virtually
using modern communications technology; and,
WHEREAS, permanently authorizing the ability to attend meetings virtually will
allow the public and members of the public body to participate when sickness, health
concerns, family responsibilities, or work obligations might prevent them from being able
to attend in person; and,
WHEREAS, it will also provide greater flexibility in the scheduling of public
meetings and might encourage more residents to engage in public service, particularly for
boards and commissions involving volunteer members; and,
WHEREAS, City Council has determined that due to the benefits of virtual
meetings given the uncertainty of the current pandemic that it is in the best interest of the
City of Worthington to waive notice of public hearing, to waive the twenty-one day
waiting period, and to declare an emergency;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Municipality of
Worthington, County of Franklin, State of Ohio:
SECTION 1. That Section 109.02 “Definitions” is amended to read as follows:
109.02 DEFINITIONS.
As used in this chapter:
(a) "Clerk" means the City Clerk.
(b) “Hearing” means an administrative hearing or other hearing at which a person
may present written or oral testimony on a matter before a municipal body.
(bc) "Meeting" means any prearranged discussion of the public business of the
municipal body by a majority of the members of the municipal body.
(cd) "Municipal body" means City Council, Municipal Planning Commission,
Board of Zoning Appeals, Community Relations Commission, Parks and Recreation
Commission, Assessment Equalization Board, Board of Architectural Review,
International Friendship Association, Fire and Emergency Medical Services Advisory
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ORDINANCE NO. 43-2021
Board, Fire Prevention Appeals Board, Personnel Appeals Board or any board,
commission, committee, or similar decision-making body created by the City Charter or
by the City Council, and any committee or subcommittee of any such municipal body
named herein.
(de) "Oral notification" means notification given orally either in person or by
telephone, directly to the person for whom such notification is intended, or by leaving an
oral message for such person at the address, or if by telephone, at the telephone number,
of such person as shown on the records kept by the Clerk under these regulations.
(ef) "Post" means to post in an area accessible to the public during the usual
business hours at the office of the Clerk.
A notice identifying the location at which notification will be posted pursuant to these
regulations shall be published by the Clerk within ten calendar days after the adoption of
these regulations.
(fg) "Published" means published once in a newspaper having a general
circulation in the Municipality, as defined in Section 103.04.
(gh) "Regular meeting" means a meeting at such times as are established by
ordinance or permanent rule of the municipal body.
(hi) "Special meeting" means a meeting which is neither a regular meeting nor
an adjournment of a regular or special meeting to another time or day to consider items
specifically stated on the original agenda of such regular or special meeting.
(j) “Virtually” means by way of teleconference, video conference, or any other
similar electronic technology.
(ik) "Written notification" means notification in writing mailed, telegraphed emailed or delivered to the address of the person for whom such notification is intended as
shown on the records kept by the Clerk under these regulations, or in any way delivered
to such person. If mailed, such notification shall be mailed by first-class mail, deposited
in a U.S. Postal Service mailbox no later than the second day preceding the day of the
meeting to which such notification refers, provided that at least one regular mail delivery
day falls between the day of mailing and the day of such meeting.
SECTION 2. That Chapter 109 “Notice of Public Meetings” of the Codified
Ordinances of the City of Worthington, is hereby amended to add new Section 109.12
“Virtual Public Meetings” to read as follows:
109.12 VIRTUAL PUBLIC MEETINGS.
(A) Members of a municipal body may hold and attend meetings and may conduct
and attend hearings virtually or a combination of in-person and virtually.
(B) During any open meeting or hearing at which one or more members of the
municipal body attend virtually, all of the following shall apply:
(1) Any ordinance, resolution, motion, rule, decision, or formal action of any kind
shall have the same effect as if it had occurred during an open meeting or hearing in which
all of the members of the municipal body attended in person.
(2) Members of a municipal body who attend meetings or hearings by means of
teleconference, video conference, or any other similar electronic technology, shall be
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ORDINANCE NO. 43-2021
considered present as if in person at the meeting or hearing, shall be permitted to vote,
and shall be counted for purposes of determining whether a quorum is present at the
meeting or hearing.
(3) Municipal bodies shall provide notification of meetings and hearings held
under this section to the public, to the media that have requested notification of a meeting,
and to the parties required to be notified of a hearing, at least twenty-four hours in advance
of the meeting or hearing by reasonable methods by which any person may determine the
time, location, and the manner by which the meeting or hearing will be conducted, except
in the event of an emergency requiring immediate official action. In the event of an
emergency, the municipal body shall immediately notify the news media that have
requested notification or the parties required to be notified of a hearing of the time, place,
and purpose of the meeting or hearing.
(4) The municipal body shall provide the public access to a meeting held under
this section, and to any hearing held under this section that the public would otherwise be
entitled to attend, commensurate with the method in which the meeting or hearing is being
conducted, including, but not limited to, examples such as live-streaming by means of the
internet, local radio, television, cable, or public access channels, call in information for a
teleconference, or by means of any other similar electronic technology. The municipal
body shall ensure that the public can observe and hear the discussions and deliberations
of all the members of the municipal body, whether the member is participating in person
or virtually.
(5) When members of a municipal body conduct a hearing by means of
teleconference, video conference, or any other similar electronic technology, the
municipal body must establish a means, through the use of electronic equipment that is
widely available to the general public, to converse with witnesses, and to receive
documentary testimony and physical evidence.
SECTION 3. That the authority granted in this Ordinance applies notwithstanding
any conflicting provision of the Revised Code. Nothing in this Ordinance shall be
construed to negate any provision of section 121.22 of the Revised Code, Chapter 119. of
the Revised Code, or other section of the Revised Code that is not in conflict with this
Ordinance.
SECTION 4. That this Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public health, safety, and welfare of the
Municipality due to the benefits of virtual meetings given the uncertainty of the current
pandemic and to be effective immediately upon its passage and publication. That notice of
passage of this Ordinance shall be posted in the Municipal Administration Building, the
Worthington Library, the Griswold Center and the Worthington Community Center and
shall set forth the title and effective date of the Ordinance and a statement that the
Ordinance is on file in the office of the Clerk of Council.
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ORDINANCE NO. 43-2021
SECTION 5. That the waiver of notice of public hearing, the waiver of the waiting
period, the declaration of immediate effectiveness, and the adoption of this Ordinance was
passed by a six-sevenths vote of the members of Council in accordance with the Charter of
the City of Worthington, Ohio.
Passed ___________________
_______________________________________
President of Council
Attest
__________________________________
Clerk of Council

Page 54 of 63

ORDINANCE NO. 43-2021
Amending Section 109.02 “Definitions” and Enacting New
Section 109.12 “Virtual Public Meetings” of the Codified
Ordinances of the City of Worthington to Permit Members
of Council and Other Municipal Bodies to Hold and Attend
Meetings Virtually and Declaring An Emergency.
WHEREAS, during the past year City Council and its various boards and
commissions conducted virtual public meetings pursuant to temporary legislation passed
by the General Assembly that has now expired; and,
WHEREAS, the experience gained over the past year has shown that both the
public and required attendees benefit from the ability to attend public meetings virtually
using modern communications technology; and,
WHEREAS, permanently authorizing the ability to attend meetings virtually will
allow the public and members of the public body to participate when sickness, health
concerns, family responsibilities, or work obligations might prevent them from being able
to attend in person; and,
WHEREAS, it will also provide greater flexibility in the scheduling of public
meetings and might encourage more residents to engage in public service, particularly for
boards and commissions involving volunteer members; and,
WHEREAS, City Council has determined that due to the benefits of virtual
meetings given the uncertainty of the current pandemic that it is in the best interest of the
City of Worthington to waive notice of public hearing, to waive the twenty-one day
waiting period, and to declare an emergency;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Municipality of
Worthington, County of Franklin, State of Ohio:
SECTION 1. That Section 109.02 “Definitions” is amended to read as follows:
109.02 DEFINITIONS.
As used in this chapter:
(a) "Clerk" means the City Clerk.
(b) “Hearing” means an administrative hearing or other hearing at which a person
may present written or oral testimony on a matter before a municipal body.
(c) "Meeting" means any prearranged discussion of the public business of the
municipal body by a majority of the members of the municipal body.
(d) "Municipal body" means City Council, or any board, commission,
committee, or similar decision-making body created by the City Charter or by the City
Council, and any committee or subcommittee of any such municipal body.
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ORDINANCE NO. 43-2021
(e) "Oral notification" means notification given orally either in person or by
telephone, directly to the person for whom such notification is intended, or by leaving an
oral message for such person at the address, or if by telephone, at the telephone number,
of such person as shown on the records kept by the Clerk under these regulations.
(f) "Post" means to post in an area accessible to the public during the usual
business hours at the office of the Clerk.
A notice identifying the location at which notification will be posted pursuant to these
regulations shall be published by the Clerk within ten calendar days after the adoption of
these regulations.
(g) "Published" means published once in a newspaper having a general
circulation in the Municipality, as defined in Section 103.04.
(h) "Regular meeting" means a meeting at such times as are established by
ordinance or permanent rule of the municipal body.
(i) "Special meeting" means a meeting which is neither a regular meeting nor an
adjournment of a regular or special meeting to another time or day to consider items
specifically stated on the original agenda of such regular or special meeting.
(j) “Virtually” means by way of teleconference, video conference, or any other
similar electronic technology.
(k) "Written notification" means notification in writing mailed, e-mailed or
delivered to the address of the person for whom such notification is intended as shown on
the records kept by the Clerk under these regulations, or in any way delivered to such
person. If mailed, such notification shall be mailed by first-class mail, deposited in a U.S.
Postal Service mailbox no later than the second day preceding the day of the meeting to
which such notification refers, provided that at least one regular mail delivery day falls
between the day of mailing and the day of such meeting.
SECTION 2. That Chapter 109 “Notice of Public Meetings” of the Codified
Ordinances of the City of Worthington, is hereby amended to add new Section 109.12
“Virtual Public Meetings” to read as follows:
109.12 VIRTUAL PUBLIC MEETINGS.
(A) Members of a municipal body may hold and attend meetings and may conduct
and attend hearings virtually or a combination of in-person and virtually.
(B) During any open meeting or hearing at which one or more members of the
municipal body attend virtually, all of the following shall apply:
(1) Any ordinance, resolution, motion, rule, decision, or formal action of
any kind shall have the same effect as if it had occurred during an open meeting
or hearing in which all of the members of the municipal body attended in person.
(2) Members of a municipal body who attend meetings or hearings by
means of teleconference, video conference, or any other similar electronic
technology, shall be considered present as if in person at the meeting or hearing,
shall be permitted to vote, and shall be counted for purposes of determining
whether a quorum is present at the meeting or hearing.
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(3) Municipal bodies shall provide notification of meetings and hearings
held under this section to the public, to the media that have requested notification
of a meeting, and to the parties required to be notified of a hearing, at least twentyfour hours in advance of the meeting or hearing by reasonable methods by which
any person may determine the time, location, and the manner by which the
meeting or hearing will be conducted, except in the event of an emergency
requiring immediate official action. In the event of an emergency, the municipal
body shall immediately notify the news media that have requested notification or
the parties required to be notified of a hearing of the time, place, and purpose of
the meeting or hearing.
(4) The municipal body shall provide the public access to a meeting held
under this section, and to any hearing held under this section that the public would
otherwise be entitled to attend, commensurate with the method in which the
meeting or hearing is being conducted, including, but not limited to, examples
such as live-streaming by means of the internet, local radio, television, cable, or
public access channels, call in information for a teleconference, or by means of
any other similar electronic technology. The municipal body shall ensure that the
public can observe and hear the discussions and deliberations of all the members
of the municipal body, whether the member is participating in person or virtually.
(5) When members of a municipal body conduct a hearing by means of
teleconference, video conference, or any other similar electronic technology, the
municipal body must establish a means, through the use of electronic equipment
that is widely available to the general public, to converse with witnesses, and to
receive documentary testimony and physical evidence.
SECTION 3. That the authority granted in this Ordinance applies notwithstanding
any conflicting provision of the Revised Code. Nothing in this Ordinance shall be
construed to negate any provision of section 121.22 of the Revised Code, Chapter 119. of
the Revised Code, or other section of the Revised Code that is not in conflict with this
Ordinance.
SECTION 4. That this Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public health, safety, and welfare of the
Municipality due to the benefits of virtual meetings given the uncertainty of the current
pandemic and to be effective immediately upon its passage and publication. That notice of
passage of this Ordinance shall be posted in the Municipal Administration Building, the
Worthington Library, the Griswold Center and the Worthington Community Center and
shall set forth the title and effective date of the Ordinance and a statement that the
Ordinance is on file in the office of the Clerk of Council.
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SECTION 5. That the waiver of notice of public hearing, the waiver of the waiting
period, the declaration of immediate effectiveness, and the adoption of this Ordinance was
passed by a six-sevenths vote of the members of Council in accordance with the Charter of
the City of Worthington, Ohio.
Passed ___________________
_______________________________________
President of Council
Attest
__________________________________
Clerk of Council
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STAFF MEMORANDUM
City Council Meeting – September 7, 2021
Date:

September 2, 2021

From:

Tom Lindsey, Law Director

To:

Subject:

Matthew H. Greeson, City Manager
Ordinance No. 44-2021 - Vacating/extinguishing easement – 365 Medick
Way

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
This ordinance vacates/extinguishes an unused utility easement at 365 Medick Way
at the request of the property owner.
RECOMMENDATION

Introduce for public hearing on September 20, 2021.

BACKGROUND/DESCRIPTION

Earlier this year Kyle and Lindsey Cantrell purchased 365 Medick Way (Parcels 100002625 and 100-001152). Their title company pointed out that there was a ten-foot
platted utility easement that crossed their property and ran through their home.
The Cantrell’s requested that the City vacate/extinguish the utility easement to
avoid any future title issues.
The Ohio Utilities Protection Service marked the utilities on the property which
confirmed that there were no public utilities located in the easement. The
Department of Service and Engineering has indicated that the City is not currently
using the existing utility easement and does not anticipate any future need for the
easement.
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Section 723. 121 of the Ohio Revised Code authorizes City Council to extinguish an
easement in whole or in part based upon a determination that the easement is not
needed for municipal purposes.

The proposed ordinance would vacate/extinguish the utility easement as requested
by the property owners. Exhibit A of the ordinance shows the easement to be
vacated and a second easement that would remain.
ATTACHMENT(S)

Ordinance No. 44-2021
Exhibit A
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ORDINANCE NO. 44-2021
Vacating/Extinguishing a Utility Easement on 365
Medick Way at the Request of the Property Owner.
WHEREAS, Kyle and Lindsey Cantrell are the current owners of 365 Medick
Way (Parcels 100-002625 and 100-001152); and,
WHEREAS, the Cantrells have requested that the City vacate/extinguish a tenfoot platted utility easement that crosses the southern portion of their property since the
easement runs through their home and there are no public utilities located in the
easement; and,
WHEREAS, the Department of Service and Engineering has confirmed that the
City is not currently using the existing utility easement and does not anticipate any future
need for the easement; and,
WHEREAS, Section 723. 121 of the Ohio Revised Code authorizes City Council
to extinguish an easement in whole or in part based upon a determination that the
easement is not needed for municipal purposes.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Municipality of
Worthington, County of Franklin, State of Ohio:
SECTION 1. That City Council hereby determines that the ten-foot platted
utility easement crossing the southern portion of 365 Medick Way (Parcels 100-002625
and 100-001152), depicted as the “Easement to be vacated” on Exhibit “A” attached
hereto and made a part hereof, is not needed for municipal purposes.
SECTION 2. That the ten-foot platted utility easement crossing the southern
portion of 365 Medick Way depicted as the “Easement to be vacated” on Exhibit A is
hereby vacated/extinguished by the City of Worthington.
SECTION 3. That the easement crossing the northern portion of 365 Medick
Way depicted as the “Easement to remain” on Exhibit A shall remain as it currently
exists.
SECTION 4. That the City Manager, Director of Service and Engineering, and
Law Director are authorized to take all actions, including the execution and recording of
any plats, deeds, or other documents, necessary to accomplish the
vacation/extinguishment of the easement.
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ORDINANCE NO. 44-2021
SECTION 5. That notice of passage of this Ordinance shall be posted in the
Municipal Administration Building, the Worthington Library, the Griswold Center and
the Worthington Community Center and shall set forth the title and effective date of the
Ordinance and a statement that the Ordinance is on file in the office of the Clerk of
Council. This Ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest
period allowed by law and by the Charter of the City of Worthington Ohio.
Passed __________________
____________________________________
President of Council
Attest
________________________________
Clerk of Council
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