WORTHINGTON PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION
Minutes of the Tuesday, September 21, 2021, Meeting
Note – This meeting was conducted virtually via Microsoft Teams.
Members Present - The members present were Laura Ball, Rachel DeNoewer, Dave Kessler, Alan
McKnight, and Rob Wendling. City support staff Darren Hurley (Parks & Recreation Director) was
also present. Resident Kelly Whalen and guest Eric Jones with American Athletics (Kompan) also
attended.
The minutes from the August 24, 2021, meeting were approved unanimously.
Resident Skatepark Proposal – Mr. Hurley introduced resident Kelly Whalen. Mr. Whalen serves
as the chairperson for the Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Board and is an avid skateboarder. Mr.
Whalen did a presentation on a proposed addition to the skatepark. He gave some background and
suggested the current park is outdated and the space doesn’t meet the needs of beginners as it is
extremely limited space. The current skatepark was built in 2001 and is about 6,000 square feet. It
includes significant space for intermediate and advanced skaters but very limited space for
beginners and the small amount of flat space where beginners can skate is in a transition zone
limiting its usefulness anyway. He shared a proposal that would expand the existing park to provide
updated flatland/street style skating that would focus on beginners but could be used by all. It would
provide much larger and more usable space for people, be family friendly, and encourage and
engage beginner level kids. He gave an example of the Dublin skate park and its original
construction followed by a 2016 renovation that included much more flat and usable space than the
original version. He also provided some other examples of more modern skate park design. Finally,
he shared some concepts that would add this flat space addition on to the east side of the existing
skatepark. Another version added some to the north and some to the east side. The full
presentation is attached. Mr. Whalen also shared some rough cost estimates he had received from
a contractor. He estimated a version of his proposal could be completed for around $80,000. Mr.
Hurley shared that there are some challenges with the existing skatepark and the concrete. Staff
have had to do some repairs and there are some questions around its remaining lifespan. Mr.
McKnight asked about Mr. Whalen’s awareness of the Mountain Bike proposal that is being talked
about next to this. Mr. McKnight wondered if there would be any conflict with that and if we are
pushing past capacity of the park, its parking, etc. Mr. Hurley indicated these uses aren’t too
challenging with parking but should continue to be considered. Mr. Wendling asked about
maintenance of the existing park. Mr. Hurley indicated there isn’t a lot of maintenance. There is
occasional power washing due to vandalism, on-going trash to pick up, but our community of users
does a pretty good job of keeping it clean and reducing our maintenance. Mr. Hurley has heard
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from other skatepark users asking for repairs and updates to the park to be considered. Ms. Ball
shared she was a part of doing the Dublin skatepark renovation and she said the first skateparks in
Dublin, Westerville and Worthington were all done by the same designer, and all have experienced
some flow of use challenges. That led to Dublin’s renovations, and it has improved greatly. Ms. Ball
suggests if we are going to do an addition given the age of our skatepark she would suggest we
plan for a full replacement using someone like Spohn Ranch to help with the design. Mr. Hurley
suggested we put the skatepark on an upcoming agenda to consider how best to move forward and
start planning with it alongside our other master plan initiatives. Mr. Whalen indicated that Spohn
Ranch would be willing to work with us on some early concepts to help with planning if the city
would be so inclined.
McCord Park Phase One Renovations Update – Mr. Hurley shared progress of McCord Park
construction. He indicated the full-size soccer field is almost ready for seeding. The parking lot on
the northwest corner is ready for paving. The trail base work is in place and almost ready for
paving. He expects paving of the trail and parking lot to occur in early October. A large waterline
had to be moved to move it around the northern shelter footprint. The train observation area is
being dug out and work there will start moving more quickly. The two biggest challenges now are
the shelters and playground are delayed due to materials and shipping. The shelters are scheduled
to arrive in time for a late fall installation. The playground will not arrive in time for installation this
year due to necessary temperature levels needed for safety surfacing installation. It will not be
installed until spring. Mr. Kessler inquired about the trail on the south side of the garden and how it
cuts into the mound. He asked if there would be a retaining wall or some other way of making that
work. Mr. Hurley indicated he would investigate it and advise. Mr. Kessler also asked about
whether the full loop trail would be completed in this phase. Mr. Hurley indicated it would not, only
the trail in the footprint of phase one would be completed at this time. He also shared there would
be questions about Community Garden improvements for phase two as we held off for phase one.
Mr. Hurley also shared the caboose renovation itself is not covered in this project but that there is a
team working on plans to renovate it. Mr. Wendling asked if there was any landscaping involved in
this phase. Mr. Hurley indicated there would be minimal planting this fall but more of the
landscaping would occur in the spring with the playground. Mr. McKnight asked if we would get the
soccer field seeded this fall. Mr. Hurley answered yes, it would be seeded by early October. Mr.
Kessler asked about a tree and plant list and whether the board could look at it. Mr. Hurley
indicated the arbor committee leads that typically, but he is happy to share it as needed. Mr.
Kessler asked about native trees and plants and Mr. Hurley said we try to specify natives when at all
possible.
Indianola Park Playground Damages and Repairs – Mr. Hurley reported there was a traffic
accident that damaged the Indianola Park playground. The main pod of the playground is closed
until we can sort out the insurance and best way to repair or replace the play structure.
Other – Mr. Hurley shared there is a game going on where teenagers try to take things or damage
public restroom facilities. He shared Perry Park had damage to both restrooms damaged which has
resulted in closures and staff having to place a portable toilet there until repairs could be finished.
Mr. McKnight indicated he was okay meeting either in person or virtually. Mr. Wendling was
comfortable in person or virtual. The Arbor Committee meets and spaces out. Mr. Kessler prefers
virtually. Ms. DeNoewer votes to do virtual with the holidays coming up to help her be sure she can
visit family. She suggests we do virtual through the holiday months. Ms. Ball could go either way
but agrees with Ms. DeNoewer’s point about the holidays. Mr. McKnight summed it up suggesting
we will do virtual at least for the next month. Mr. Hurley agreed and indicated we could revisit each
month.
Mr. Wendling indicated the play surface at Perry Park playground is in bad shape. Mr. Hurley
shared it is proposed for replacement in 2022.
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Mr. Kessler asked about reduced hours at the Community Center. Mr. Hurley indicated we are
challenged with staffing, especially in the pool. He said we are doing what we can to expand hours
back to normal but that we cannot restore full hours until we have more staffing. He hopes we’ll
have close to normal hours as the weather changes but may still have limitations in the pool.
Being no further business, the motion for the meeting to adjourn was granted.
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Worthington SKATE PARK

Kelly Whalen Sept. 2021
Presented to the Worthington Parks & Recreation Commission

Summary
Background: Skateboarding limits and benefits
Problem: Current park is outdated, doesn't meet the needs of
beginners, and is extremely limited in space
Action: Today's proposal encourages an exploratory case of
expanding the footprint of the existing park, with a simplified and high
value approach

Skatepark Proposal Benefits: Modernize, provide more space for
more skaters, encourage more beginners, expand outdoor recreation

Background

Benefits of skateboarding :
• Fosters physical health and mental wellbeing, socialization, and interpersonal
bonds, respect of others.....
• Skateboarding is an outlet for those where team sports, competitions &
coaching is not a priority
• Skateboarding provides chances for goal setting, builds initiative, requires
determination, feeling of accomplishment, self-satisfaction, facing fears
• Skateboarding has proven to reduce stress, depression, increase self
confidence, provides healthy route of escapism, and has provided a coping
mechanism for many during the Covid pandemic. (*)

Benefits to the community :
•
•
•
•

Business / Economic
Health / Wellness
Community involvement
Leadership supporting youth

* Joint research study Instinct Laboratory & Flo Skatepark
Research study from University of Southern California
Research Grant funded by theTony Hawk Foundation

Misconceptions :
• Crime
• Vandalism
• Injury

Credit: Concreatejunglefoundation.org

Background

Streets - enrage motorists

Sidewalks - endanger
pedestrians
Parking lots - "Quick, call the police!"

Background - Current park

Worthington Skate Park
6,000 sq.ft. Built 2001 Open 2002

Background
Skateboarding is based on...
freedom
movement
speed
action
mobility

Background
Intermediate
1,500
(beginner)

Flat land
500 sq.ft.

We have skatepark !
Enjoyed by many !

(beginner)

20 years old - outdated
Majority "Transition Style" Design
Small "Flat land" area
Advanced
4,000 sq.ft.

Beginners have small, useable space
Confining, limiting space
Only 2 main traffic flow patterns

Background
Problem :

• Unbalanced with Advanced areas vs. Beginner area
• Small foot print size is very limiting
• Park style (Transition style) & hardware (rails) are outdated

Park / Transition style
Proposal :

Benefits :

Plaza / Street style

• Expand to larger size
• Provide updated Flatland / Street style
• Focus on Beginners (but can be used by Intermediate/Advanced users
• Provide much larger and more usable space for more people
• Family friendly area (encourage parent/child involvement)
• Encourage and engage beginner level kids (and adults) in a healthy, outdoor
sport.

Dublin Skate Park - 2016

Dublin Skate Park - Dublin demolished first park, relocated, made modern design & expanded size

14,000 sq.ft. Built 2016 Large open flat land space

Other examples of modern skate park design - simple, flat land
- organized parallel traffic patterns

Additional examples of modern design - compact but open feel
- organized parallel traffic patterns

Shape

Skateparks are designed in any shape now in order to fit allowable site plans.

Concept : Add flat space
•
•
•
•

Keep existing area
Create larger flat land area/street style
Provides big area focused on Beginners/Intermediate
Provide refuge area, 2nd area of traffic activity

Concept

Credit: Bisparks.org

Proposal : Max flat space
•
•
•
•

Keep existing area + Add flat land area
Connect old & new with transition / bank full length
Provides big area focused on Beginners/Intermediate
Provide refuge area, 2nd area of activity
4 paces

~28 ft

Simple, low-cost design & construction
Follows natural land contour
Add ~3,200sq.ft.

25 paces

~100 ft

9 paces

~36 ft

32 (avg) x 100 +3,200 sq.ft.

Additional space option

• Unutilized land is available on north side of
skate park
• Skate park as entry area available

Costing
General skate park costing estimate
Includes design, earthwork, build
Does not include demo

~ $50 sq.ft.
Add 3,000 sq.ft. $150,000
Add 6,000 sq.ft. $300,000
(Ref. Dublin 14,000sq.ft. $700,000 est.)

Low-cost (Option 1 proposed) - concrete flat pad costing estimate ~ $10 sq.ft.
(Concrete costing range $6-$8)

Transition area: 1,200 sq/ft. x $50 = $60,000
Flat concrete pad: 2,000 sq/ft. x $10 = $20,000

Add 3,200 sq.ft. $80,000

Funding
a) CIP
b) Covid-19 Federal Relief Funds
c) Donations
d) Other - Tony Hawk Foundation Grant

Exciting times for and expanding sport
a)
b)
c)
d)

Young age groups with families
Older skaters - Gen X - growing segment
Girls, women, minority groups
Tokyo Olympics - Skateboarding is an official event!

(Snowboarding grew 25% in the 2 years following introduction to the Olympics in 1998)

24 % Female
About 6.3 million people
skateboard in the U.S. 7.0 million Skiers

2.2 m Snowboarders
26 m Basketball
4.0 m Pickleball

Sky Brown - 13 yr.old female Olympic Bronze
Medal winner -UK

Next Steps
• This proposal is only one low-cost option
• Need other proposals with user input & design expertise
Advance to
exploratory
phase

Prepare
pre-liminary
materials

Worthington
User group
Input

Funding for
design
concepts

...

Spohn Ranch
(Pro-bono)

(Future Parks & Rec Skateboard summer camp!)

Thank you!

Resources:
1) Skate Park Design & Construction - https://www.spohnranch.com/
2) Tony Hawk Foundation - https://skatepark.org/
3) Skatepark Advocacy worldwide - https://concretejunglefoundation.org/
4) Facts - https://www.skateboardershq.com/skateboard-statistics-facts/

