Worthington, OH

Joint Meeting Agenda
Monday, May 2, 2022 at 7:00 pm

Call to Order
Roll Call
Pledge of Allegiance
Introduction of Legislation
1. Resolution No. 22-2022 Levying Tax for Maintenance of Union Cemeteries
Levying Tax for the Maintenance of Union Cemetery dba Walnut Grove and Flint Cemetery for the Tax Collection
Year 2023.

Executive Summary : The Cemetery Board of Trustees respectfully requests the
continuation of the 5 tenths of one mill for 2023 for the maintenance and development
of the Worthington and Sharon Township cemeteries.

Recommendation : Introduce and Approve as presented
Attachments:
Letter from Cemetery Board of Trustees (Walnut_Grove__Flint_Cem_Info_for_5
.2.2022_Joint_Meeting.pdf)
Resolution No. 22-2022 (22-2022_Levying_Tax_-_Cemetery__2023_.pdf)
Flint Cemetery Gardner Property History (Flint_Cemetery_Gardner_Property_H
istory_Booklet.1.pdf)

Other Business
Adjournment

| Agenda published on 04/28/2022 at 9:29 AM
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RESOLUTION NO. 22-2022
Levying Tax for the Maintenance of Union Cemetery
dba Walnut Grove and Flint Cemetery for the Tax
Collection Year 2023.
WHEREAS, the City of Worthington is primarily within Sharon Township; and,
WHEREAS, the property owners of the City of Worthington parcels that are situated
within Sharon Township pay the same township rate as do the property owners of the
remaining portion of said Township;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of
Worthington, Ohio and the Trustees of Sharon Township, Franklin County, Ohio, in joint
meeting assembled this 2nd day of May, 2022:
SECTION 1. That there be and hereby is levied upon the taxable property of Sharon
Township for the maintenance of Walnut Grove and Flint Cemeteries for the tax year 2022 a
tax of five-tenths of one mill (.5 mills.)
SECTION 2. That the Clerk of Sharon Township be advised of this section and that
said Clerk be and is hereby requested to include the above levy in the annual tax budget of
Sharon Township; and that the Clerk of Council of the City of Worthington, Ohio, certify a
copy of this Resolution to the County Auditor of Franklin County as provided in Section
759.34 of the Revised Code of Ohio.
Adopted _______________
____________________________________
President of Council
Attest:
________________________________
Clerk of Council
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Walnut Grove and Flint Cemeteries
Worthington, Ohio

Present

FLINT CEMETERY
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THE OZEM GARDNER HISTORICAL HOME
In May, 2017, the Gardner Homestead at 8221 Flint
Road was purchased by Sharon Township for the
Walnut Grove and Flint Cemeteries. At this time the
170 year old house is undergoing extensive
renovations to rehabilitate this important part of
local history. It was the home of Ozem and Jane
Gardner. He was a community leader of his time
and a stop on the Underground Railroad.
In the future, the house will become a permanent
office for the Walnut Grove and Flint Cemeteries.
At the completion of the extensive renovation, the
Cemetery will apply for an historical marker
recognizing Ozem Gardner’s role in the
Underground Railroad.
The Gardner homestead exists today, a
collaborative effort of Flint Cemetery, Sharon
Township, and the City of Worthington, as a tribute
and memorial to those who bravely dared to oppose
slavery.
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OZEM GARDNER
Ozem Gardner came from Otsego County, NY to
Ohio in 1817 at age 20. He burned brick for one
season in the Flint area, then for 3 seasons in
Worthington. By 1821, his land holdings included
several cabins and about 65 acres of cleared land
suitable for farming. The Gardner land holdings
were approximately bordered by Route 23 on the
west, east past the railroad tracks on Flint Rd., north
to Lazelle Rd. and south almost to Park Rd.
He lived with a neighbor for 5-6 years, while
clearing and improving his land. Then in 1823, he
married Jane Wilson and moved into one of the
cabins. They raised 8 children.
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Gardner was a contributing member of his
community. In 1829 he and his wife were
organizing members of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, first meeting in a one room log school
house. In 1856, a new frame building was erected
on Gardner land (close to Lazelle Rd.) and became
known as the Gardner Chapel.
In the early 1850s, Ozem began work on a larger
dwelling for his family. Firing the brick himself, he
designed and built the Gardner homestead at 8221
Flint Rd. for his wife and 7 of the children still
living at home.
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THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD
Ozem’s work with the Underground Railroad prior
to the construction of his home around 1850 is not
well documented. He was elected a vice-president
of the Anti-Slavery Society in 1837. He was an
active member of the Methodist Church in their
endeavors to provide asylum for fugitive slaves and
to make contact with like minded individuals who
could aid the cause.
After building his home he became very active in
the transportation of fugitive slaves to safe harbor.
Behind his home, at the edge of the stream, a small
brick structure was dug into the bank. Slaves would
wait in the structure until dark when they would
move in the main house for food and overnight
shelter. The fugitives were brought to him by
several different people and methods. It is
documented that he helped over 200 souls on their
journey towards freedom.
As a farmer, Gardner could easily move around
with a wagon of produce. Within the wagon, slaves
would be hidden under fresh vegetables and he
would transport them to Westerville and Rev.
William Hanby, or to Eden, in Delaware County, or
to the Quaker settlement, or up Alum creek to
another friendly station. No slave hunters ever came
to his home and no slave, once in his care, was ever
captured.
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THE WORTHINGTON ANTI-SLAVERY
SOCIETY
The American Anti-Slavery Society was formed in
the early 1830s in New England. In 1833, the
organization met in Philadelphia and drew up a
constitution creating a framework for future
Societies.
The Worthington Society was formed in 1835,
adopting the same principles. The Society called
themselves “friends of immediate emancipation.”
Their purpose was to immediately abolish slavery in
the United States, emancipate existing slaves, to
remove the prejudice against the Black population
and eliminate unequal laws which denied Black
people equal rights.
Upon drawing up the Worthington constitution, it
was passed among the residents of the Village of
Worthington and surrounding area (Sharon
Township) for signatures of support. Upon signing,
individuals became members of the Society. Over
the course of the next two years, 67 signatures were
recorded, over 24 of which were female. At this
time in history, women were rarely given an
opportunity to participate in community political
issues.

Page 14 of 16

FLINT CEMETERY
Our present day Flint Cemetery began when Ozem
Gardner sold the existing “family plot” (2.125
acres) to the Trustees of the Flint Cemetery
Association in 1874. Gardner’s land purchases in
1820 had made him the fourth owner of the Scioto
Company original land purchase in 1803. The lots
were first purchased by James Kilbourne
(representing the Scioto Company), then portioned
out to Glass Cochran who in turn sold to John
Conine, who then sold to Ozem Gardner.
The Association operated the cemetery until 1947
when Sharon Township took over the operation of
the original parcel. In 1956, a parcel of 4.34 acres
was added with an additional 4.87 acres acquired in
1960 from the current owners of the original
Gardner property enlarging the cemetery to close to
12 acres. In 1969, Flint Cemetery joined with
Walnut Grove Cemetery as a Union Cemetery. A
Union Cemetery is jointly operated by two or more
political groups, in this case Sharon Township and
the City of Worthington. There is a three member
Cemetery Board of Trustees, one a Sharon
Township Trustee, one a Worthington City Council
person and one member at large from Sharon
Township or Worthington. There is also a Cemetery
Advisory Committee of local volunteers.
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Over the past few years, Flint Cemetery has been
working to become an “arboretum where people are
buried”; developing a Veteran’s Garden, a
Meditation Garden, a Children’s Garden and a
Scattering Garden and more. The design for a
second phase has begun along with the plan to
incorporate the Gardner Homestead as much needed
office space.
Residents of Worthington and Sharon Township
may purchase plots at a reduced price. Residents
from surrounding communities are also able to
purchase plots.
For more information please contact us via:
Email: office@wgandflint.com
Phone: 614.885.5933
Or check out the website at worthingtoncemetery.com
.
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